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but it would be pretty boring if we ail thought the same way 


In this issue.... 


3- The new fa(r)ce of Australian soccer - Things can only get better, cant they?’ 

4- Did that really happen? - With so much going on both on and off the field its tinve 
for some quick revision! 

7- ‘Roo review - Ghana sends a bunch of inexperienced kids to test our heroes 

10 NSL round-up - All the winners and losers 

11 - Miscellaneous drivel - Including some great news for Melbourne readers 

12 - Survey responses - Some surpising and not-so-surpising results 

13 - Victoria - The third rate soccer state? Harry G ts not happy with his Mreryies 

14-22 The National Soccer Summit - This is it! The definitive quide to what wenton at the 
World Congress Centre in Melbourne. Who said what, and who listened 

23 - Come and help us - Please! - Australia needs to prepare for Sydney 2000 

24- What's in a name? - Henry Wizgier is fed up with certain monikers 

25 - More miscellaneous drivel - but there are some interesting pots 

26- Opposition waltzes past Matildas - How it all went wrong in Sweden 

29 - Hey FIFA, are we really this rank - A few stats te get you thinking 

30 - Readers letters - Yes! We do get mail. Some it it is bloody good. too! 

32 - What are we trying to get ourselves into? - SU’ looks at the various Asian clul 
competitions and who our top clubs would be playing 

33 - Joeys qualify for Ecuador ‘95 - But we can't tell you much about it 

34- Get the book out - Watch the cardboard fly as 'SU' names nares 

35 - Backlash to the backlash.. - Phil Crouch 1s quite angry about something we said 

36 - Look out for - You'd kick yourself if you missed these upcoming events 


| THE OBLIGATORY (QUICK) EDITORIAL 
Deadlines can be cruel As we go to print the ASF are due to hold a meeting nm Melbourne t | 
idiscuss the make-up of the NSL for 1995/96 Word from Rockdale suggested the media werent, 
‘invited, and the final decision may not be made at the meeting anyway While everyone in the 
game wants change, we don't want to see some clubs thrown overboard without a life line 

If (as seems !ikely) some NSL clubs are dumped from the line-up, they will be without! 
{competitive soccer until next year's State Leagues re-commence. That ts a long time without, 
igate revenue. Some clubs are already nervous about the mandate given to David Hill, and there | 
is a real danger that death by autocracy could lead to an embarrassing backlash. So far there| 


has been relatively little bloodshed. Let's hope common-sense prevails 





Do the right thing - Subscribe! (It's disaper’ 


Once again we are proud to announce that ‘Studs Up' is able to offer subscription rates at the 
iridiculously low price of $15 for six issues. With the Australian soccer scene undergoing 

| Massive change it is more important than ever to stay in touch with the good and bad new 

‘Just drop us a line with a cheque or money order for fifteen bucks and we'll make sure your Copy 
lis in the mail box as soon as the printer's have it ready. Naturally if you're not interested in 
isaving any money you can purchase individual issues at $3.00 a time 

‘Yeah, we thought you'd see it our way... 


’ 


With David Hill's election to the top job in Australian soccer came a mandate for change. 
The delegates acknowledged the need for an outsider. But will they regret it? 

As for the fans, well they had high hopes for a greater level of professionalism, but they 
may be disappointed as well. Read on... 


The new fa(r)ce of Australian soccer? 


When David Hill rose to the pulpit and addressed the congregation at the Melbourne soccer 
summit he left no doubt in people's minds that he had a vision. To provide all his disciples with 
a copy of his speech and 24 point plan showed that he already knew what changes were to be 
made, irrespective of the delegates wishes. Wholesale changes in administrative structure 
were top of the agenda, but the real proof of his pudding would come with the announcement of 
the restructuring of the NSL. 

A quick decision was bound to be met with howls of protests from many corners, even 
though many of those doing the howling had given Hill a mandate for change. DH provided an 
interim signpost when he announced the NSL would be played over three rounds in 1995/96. 
With Canberra and Newcastle (?) on board, this meant a minimum of 42 league matches. 
Surely that is too many. Given DH's wish for 16 international matches a year the players would 
soon run out of holidays, a vital component of any professional sportsman's year. 

This has set alarm bells ringing in a number of struggling NSL clubs, not to mention the five 
clubs who have applied for entry to the NSL. The strain certainly showed on Blacktown when a 
disturbing letter appeared in the pages of ABSW condemning the ASF for failing to respond to 
Blacktown's invitations and general enquiries. Melbourne Zebras were obviously feeling the 
strain as well, as plans to merge with Bulleen Lions gathered momentum. 


At the time of going to press, a meeting of ASF honchos was scheduled for Melbourne where 
Hill will presumably seek rubber-stamp endorsement of his new direction. When ‘SU’ rang the 
ASF to query the venue of the meeting we were advised that the press were ‘ not really invited’, 
and that a decision on the final make-up of the NSL was unlikely at the meeting anyway. 

With only three months until the new NSL season kicks-off, that is unacceptable 

Equally unacceptable was the lack of information available about the upcoming match 
between Austraiia and Argentina in Buenos Aires. As late as the 23rd June the match had yet to 
be confirmed by the Argentine FA, and no hotel bookings had been arranged, yet the Socceroos 
were due to fly out from Sydney on the 27th. Even the ASF official relaying this information was 
forced to admit ‘it doesn't sound tco flash’ or words to that effect. This led to the embarrassing 
situation of SBS telling fans to watch out for the match on SBS ‘next week’ but being unable to 
tell them which day it was on. 


When Hill was elected to the top job the fans had reasonable right to expect a new level of 
professionalism. The latest ‘new era’ for Australian soccer has got off to a very dodgy start. 
Administrative woes have not yet overshadowed the on-field action, but too many more bungles 
(and a ‘whitewash’ over the Stewart Report) will hold the sport up to ridicule yet again. 


Stop Press! 
A quick call to the ASF on the 26th revealed that the game against Argentina has finally 


been comfirmed. This will take place on the 30th, so tune in to SBS on July 1 at 9:45am 
(9:15 in Adelaide, 7:45 in Perth). As for the ‘secret meeting’, it was apparantly held at the 
TravelLodge, adjacent to the Melbourne Airport where five hours of talks failed to resolve 
the NSL issue. The next day resolved it though when Hill announced the axing of 
Heidelberg, Melbourne Zebras and Parramatta. Watch those threats of jegal action fly..... 





| Er, Sorry about those gremlins... 
| Nobody rang to whinge or scream abuse at us, or perhaps they didn't notice But that's not: 
igoing to stop us apologising for a few gremlins that got into the works in our previous issue. | 
‘Yeah, there were the usual half-dozen typo errors, but also some embarrassing cross-reference 
‘problems with the page numbers. We don't want to hide behind the fact that we're an amateur: 


| publication, but we will just this once. 





Did that REALLY happen? 
‘Studs Up’ views and reviews the past couple of months. . 


On the field... 
APRIL 

26 - South Melbourne defy the pundits to eliminate Sydney United 3-1 at Marconi Stadium 
Branko Culina blames the ref, but Sydney Utd fans seize the tdci to bring more shame 
on the sport with their antics during and after the match. PS 

30 - Mark Viduka (right) returns from international duty 
to spearhead the Knights attack and score a hat-trick to 
almost single-handedly down South Melbourne 3-2. 
Despite having Tiatto sent off after 13 minutes, the 
Knights (and Viduka in particular) adapt better to the 
shocking conditions and the ‘armageddon’ weather. 


MAY 

7 - Melbourne Knights end their grand final jinx with a 
comprehensive 2-0 victory over Adelaide City at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. Marth scores possibly the best 
ever goal in a grand final and Spiteri adds a second 
before half-time. , 
14 - Sydney United take out the National Youth Title with a 1-0 win over Melbourne Knights at 





Edensor Park. Mario Jerman is the goal-scoring hero. Down in Melbourne, the senior Knights 
host South Melbourne in a charity fixture in aid of the Austin Hospital Cancet Research 
Foundation. The occasion is marred by some poor-taste remarks from fans aimed at Francis 
Awaritife. 
a 19 - West Ham kick off their tour of Oz with a shootout 
ae loss after a 2-2 draw against Western Australia 
es 6% 21 - Victoria dominates the game and Maul Timbol 
Ms ' (left} opens the scoring but West Ham eteh out a 1-1 
draw in front of a disappointing crowd of under 4,000. 
No shootout this time either 
22 - The Oceania under 1/ championships see the 
Joeys defeat Fit 4-0 
24 - The under 17's storm inte the Oceania tinal with a 
6.0 flogging of hosts Vanuatu 
West Harm's luck continues with a 1.0 wit over the 
Olyroos at Marcon Stadium 


, | | 26 - The Joeys qualify for Ecuador 95 with a win 1-0 
sieobaienanaeetehi over ‘the old enemy’ New Zealand 
27 - The Olyroos bounce back as Kevin Muscat (right) opens the 
scoring from the penalty spot in a 4-0 demolition of West Ham at 
Suncorp Stadium, Meanwhile, an own-goal from Mark Yates gives 
Nottingham Forest a 1-0 win over Adelaide City at Hindmarsh 
28 - Western Australia follows up its fine performance against 
West Ham with a 2-1 win over Nottingham Forest. 


JUNE 

6 - The Matildas World Cup campaign begins disastrously with a 
0-5 loss to Denmark rf 
7 - The Melbourne Knights prove their Asian potential with a 3-0 S 
drubbing of Jubilo Iwata. .* ( 

8 - Our Women's team put up a far better showing in a 2-4 loss to China }~ 

10 - The Matildas finally go down 1-4 to the USA after leading 1-0 The news from Japan is 
better as the Knights draw 1-1 with Yokohama Flugels, and Mark Viduka increases the interest 
of J-League clubs by scoring his third goal in two matches 


18 - Australia begin their three match series against Ghana with a 2.1. win) Frank | atin bows 
out of international soccer after wearing the captain's armband in a fitting gesture fron — 1 
Meanwhile at Perry Park in Brisbane, goals from Hnstodoulou, Bingley and Isekenis clinch a3 


O win for New South Wales over Queensland. 








21 - Australia ensure victory in the three match series 
with Carl Veart scoring the only goal at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. Aurelio Vidmar (left) celebrates his return to 
Adelaide with a slashing performance. 

24 - Ghana regain some lost pride by moving up a gear 
and defeating Australia 1-0 in Perth. 


...and off 

APRIL 

25 - Marconi announce the appointment of Manfred 
Schaefer as coach for next season. 


MAY 

1 - Senator Michael Baume reveals he has received 
important information from English Premier League 
chief Rick Parry regarding the international transfer 
irregularities. 

2 - Mark Viduka wins his second successive Warren Medal, receiving 151 votes, 62 more than 
runner-up Tony Popovic. He also wins the U-21 award for the second year ina 1 row. Sadly, 
many big names including Hill and Thomson are unable to attend. 

3 - David Ratcliffe announces his NSW squad to play Queensland in June. Only two players 
(Frank Mikuletic and Viado Zoric) are not with NSL clubs. 

7 - In the aftermath of the NSL grand final, Mark Silic and Ante Kovacevic are charged by the 
ASF with ‘inciting the crowd' following a fence-climbing episode post-match. 

10 - Senate Inquiry chairman John Coulter !ooks to extend the inquiry until the end of June. 

18 - More sensations at the Senate Inquiry as South Melbourne midfielder Mike Petersen claims 
players have been selected in Australian squads to improve their chances of an overseas 
contract. 
19 - The three day soccer summit begins in Melbourne, with most 
observers impressed with the honesty and openness of the panellists. 
23 - Washington Gonzales is confirmed as Parramatta coach for next 
season. 

25 - The ASF waves the big stick at Heidelberg by telling them they have 
seven days to resolve the Peter Psarros saga with Port Melbourne. 

Tony Labbozzetta (right) takes the stand at the Senate Inquiry : ae 
26 - It's Eddie Thomson's turn to have his say at Senate Inquiry and he comes up with the soon- 
to-be-immortal line - “They wouldn't hang O J Simpson with this evidence, you wouldn't even 
kick your dog”. 





JUNE 

1 - Abbas Saad takes the stand in a Singapore court and rejects the suggestion he conspired 
with Michal Vana to fix matches. 

5 - The first stage of tangible change to the NSL arrives with the announcement that the NSL will 
be played over three rounds in 95/96. Other changes include new teams (Hi, Canberra!), a 
scholarship type system, and a state-of-origin series. 

6 - More change as David Woolley as introduced as the new chief executive. 

9 - The Player's Association fails in it’s bid to abolish 
the transfer system immediately, but the Industrial 
Relations Commission sees the need for the 
compensation set-up to be abolished by the end of 
1996. 

10 - Abbas Saad (left) is found guilty. Judge Khoo Oon 
Soo concludes “... your defence has failed to raise 
reasonable doubt’. Saad is fined $50,000. 

12 - Trouble looming for somebody with the revelation 
that two NSL players - possibly Olyroos - are to be 
investigated after irregularites are found in a random 
drug-testing session. 

13 - Its official. Canberra Cosmos will compete in the 
NSL next season. The Cosmos are guaranteed 
membership for five years. 











14 - The Senate Inquiry holds it’s final hearing day with 
sensational results. Rale Rasic claims a Parramatta 
supporter had asked two Eagles players to throw a 
game, while Les Scheinflug (right - yeah, we know its a 
VERY old photo) gives his version of the ‘Gajic’ affair, as 
well as suggesting that out-going ASF chief executive 
lan Holmes had ‘conspired’ with others (including 
journalist and On the Ball panellist Mike Cockerill) to 
provide Justice Stewart with misleading information. 
Meanwhile, Peter Psaklis is confident Heidelberg will 
retain their NSL status. He is quoted in the Melbourne 
Herald-Sun as saying “There is nothing to fear. | have 
every confidence in David Hill”. 


Fo ae 





15 - Canberra announce former Everton star and Brunei 
(11?) coach Mike Lyons as their new coach for 1995/96. 
16 - Speculation mounts that Stan Lazaridis is set to 
sign for West Ham United. 

20 - Paul Wade is linked with Canberra Cosmos 
although the $8,000 transfer fee requested by South 
Melbourne remains a bone of contention, while a 
mystery Greek club declares it’s interest in Lazaridis. 
22 - Brisbane Strikers announce the signing of Frank 
Farina (left) for two years with the option of a third. 
Marconi also made a bid, but the lure of Queensland 
proved too much. 

25 - The ASF plans to meet in Melbourne to discuss 
(among other things) the structure of the NSL for the 
1995/96 season. 





English club tour results / scorers 
West Ham United 


May 19 (WACA) Western Australia 2 (Roki 31, Despotovski 63) 
West Ham United 2 (Watson 58, Blaney 77) 


May 21 (Olympic Park) Victoria 1 (Trimboli 44) 
West Ham United 1 (Shipp 52) 


May 24 (Marconi Stad.) Olyroos 0 
West Ham United 1 (McPherson 79) 


May 27 (Suncorp Stad.) Olyroos 4 (Muscat 44p, Lozanovski 54, Tiatto 56, Skoko 80) 
West Ham United 0 


Nottingham Forest 


May 24 (Hindmarsh) Adelaide City 0 
Nottingham Forest 1 ( Yates og 13) 


May 28 (WACA) Western Australia 2 (Lazaridis, Despotoveki) 
Nottingham Forest 1 (lee) 


The announcement of a three match series against Ghana was great news for 
fans starved of top class soccer. 
Once again, the fans didn’t quite get what they were promised as 


Aussies impress, then disappoint 


June 18 - Sydney Football Stadium 


While Melbourne is often the butt of weather related jokes, Sydney turned on one of the 
uglier days seen up there in recent times with a biting wind exacerbating the cold temperature, 
and a decent lashing of rain thrown in for good measure. 

Little wonder then that some of the Ghanaians sought the protection of gloves. 

ar eT 59 The guesis were then exposed to the full 
force of the Australian attack, forcing the African 
defenders into the first of many fouls for the day. 
4 One of these fouls from behind resulted in 
# the opening goal after only four minutes. 

4 Graham Arnold's legs were taken out from 

% under him, and after a quick exchange Tony 
Vidmar lashed the ball towards a five-man wall. 
The wall would probably have done its job had 
Yahaya not turned his back, which allowed the 
ball to deflect off Whittle and sail past a 
stranded Ben Kluvi. The sort of goal the Italians 
would call an own-goal. The hosts could have 
taken a stranglehold on the game two minutes 
later when Wade (left) produced a great reflex 
save from Kluvi after ghosting in unmarked at 


AM @ the back stick. 


Ghana were lucky to still have 11 men on the field after a diabolical two-footed challenge on 
Corica by Stephen Baidoo. While the foul deserved some form of cardboard response from 
Simon Micallef, Baidoo escaped unscathed which perhaps only encouraged him to test the 
patience of the referee throughout the afternoon. Indeed Baidoo's fellow defenders spent much 
of the match coming to grips with the tackling laws despite the ‘friendly’ status 
Graham Arnold had the benefit of a dubious offside decision but could only hit the side netting, 
but generally Ghana were working themselves into the game by keeping possession in their own 
half. This had the twin effect of putting an end to the constant pressure by Australia as well as 
giving the Ghanaians a touch of the ball, and thus some confidence 
Eight minutes before half-time Australia earned another free-kick on the left wing, level with the 
front of the 18-yard box. Paul Okon swung over a beautifully weighted ball for Arnold to reach 
before a hesitant Kluvi, and the Oz were deservedly 2-0 up. Ghana responded by querying the 
referee over something (7!) and then Gargo chopped down Okon to get the game's second 
yellow card, following Hagan's assault on Okon_ At half-time the fans could look forward to 
Australia dominating the second half (maybe against a numerically disadvantaged opponent) 
and score four goals in an international for the first time since ET took over from Frank Arok 
(Please overlook the Solomon Islands Sept 92) 





Well, um, no. Jason Polak replaced Tony Vidmar (hamstring strain?) and after Kasula Da 
Costa had headed wide at the back post, Oz had two brilliant chances to bury Ghana. The first 
fell to Van Blerk after great work by Okon, but Kluvi used good anticipation to produce a fine 
save, while the second fell to Wade who missed an open goal with his head after a cross from 
the left by Van Blerk. The two teams continued to trade possession and chances with most 
shots failing to test either goalkeeper After a relatively quiet game, Corica produced a great run 
and found his way to the 6-yard box before successive passes found the ball outside the 18-yard 
box! ET then made his second substitution, allowing Frank Farina to take centre stage and bow 
out of international soccer. The crowd gave him a rousing ovation as he was gieeted at the 
touchline by flowers and champagne. 

Just as the game seemed to be meandering its way to a dull ciose the Africans showed why 
they are held in such high regard. A series of short passes and the odd misplaced backhee! 
found Kuma with only Kalac to beat, which he did with ease. This produced a nervous iast 
seven minutes, but Ghana failed to show the required urgency and Australia escaped with a 
well-earned victorv. 





June 21 - Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 





For the second time in three days Australia failed to turn their superiority into goals and 
were forced to settle for a 1-0 victory over an improved Ghana. Eddie Thomson made 
wholesale changes to the team that accounted for the visitors in Sydney, with Kalac, Tobin, 
lvanovic and Corica the only players to retain their place in the starting line-up. Changes to 
the format as well, with a return to a 4-4-2 system which was equally effective. Despite the 
massive alteration in personnel the Socceroos again dominated the opening exchanges and 
Ghana again struggled to get the ball out of their own haif in the first ten minutes, as a 
combination of over-ambitious long-balls and poor passing gave Oz a decided possession 
advantage. Veart (in space) failed to convert a cut-back from Vidmar in the 18th minute but 
made amends just a minute later when a low cross from Lazaridis was flicked on by 
Markovski into Veart's path and a simple toe-poke was all that was required to beat Simon 
Addo in the Ghana goal. The Africans hit back almost immediately when a free-kick resuited 
in a free header to Kuma who failed to hit the target with Zeljko Kalac in no-man's !and 
Adelaide's own Aurelio should have had a penalty when he was bundled over in the box. and 
‘not so big' John Markovski signalled his intentions with a couple of long range efforts which 
whistled over the bar. The Black Stars were not to be over-run though. Kuma lashed a 
cracking shot towards the top corner which Zeljko did very well to touch on to the crossbar, 
and the impressive Ebenezer Hagan went close moments later with a shot on the turn. 


The second half began with Markovski still causing great concern to the Ghana defence 
and he was being well fed with tantalising crosses from Polak and Corica. Baidoo should 
have been booked for an ‘over the ball’ challenge on Vidmar as Ghana raised the tempo 
(referee Gerry Connolly was fairly tolerant of the naive tackles), and Kuma forced Kalac into 
another good save after Corica had lost possession on the edge of his own 18-yard box. 
Gargo and DaCosta followed up with shots which Kalac saved comfortably before Popovic 
almost scored when a Corica free-kick wasn't cleared properly and Tony's goalbound shot 
was deflected over for a corner. At the other end Sam Johnson elicited 'oohs' from the 
crowd with a wicked curling shot from the side of the penalty area. Corica continued to 
cause havoc down both flanks and a minute from fulltime Vidmar could have sealed the 
match but wanted a second touch when a first time shot would surely have had Addo 
beaten. 

So Oz clinched the commemmorative trophy and the teams looked forward to heading 
west, where the Western Australians could witness a full international for the first time in 
zonks. ee ae wy ee a 





June 24 - W.A.C.A. - Perth 


Weil, twenty years actually, and Ghana 
were back in their ‘Bayswater’ shirts for for 
this historic clash. Two late additions to the 
squad (Arhinful and Aboagye) bolstered the 
African's starting eleven and for the first time 
in the series the Ghanaians were not over- 
run in the opening stanza, although Popovic 
(right) shot just wide after six minutes when 
a Lazaridis corner wasn't cleared properly. 
On many occasions Ghana were able to put 
ten or fifteen passes together without really 
threatening to create a clear-cut chance, 
with their build-ups usually ending in 
someone smacking a long shot out of 
frustration. After 33 minutes one of these 
speculative attempts paid off when Mallam 
Yahaya (who had an excellent series) 
caught a volley just right from 25 yards i 
which whistled past Kalac after one bounce \", Oe) i 

' a Maen aw Y 

Overall the Australians would have been disappointed in a sterile first half which failed to 
ignite the WA crowd. The second half was better for the locals as Markovski should have 
equalised with a free header from 6 yards after the Gnana back-four (and midfieid) rushed 
forward with their right arms in the au - ala Arsenal 


The fiery Sam Johnson was booked for disputing the lack of a linesman’s flag. While on 
Johnson, we suggest he should read a rule book, particularly the chapter on tackling from 
behind. 

Goalkeeper Simon Addo became upset by Markovski’s charge(?), then Lazaridis was 
bundled over by (captain) Joe Addo who was subsequently met with a heavy tackle by Veart 
Joe gained revenge a minute later by going through the back of Veart and copped a yellow 
for his trouble. Ghana were starting to lose the plot, and even committed a foul throw 
Aboagye copped a yellow for a foul on Horvat, and Ghana almost conceded a penalty when 
Markovski was pushed over inside the box but landed outside. Referee Eddie Lennie would 
have been very brave to award a penalty and settled for a free kick 12 inches outside the box. 
Why the Ghanaian wall was allowed to be built level with the penalty spot is a mystery. 
Surely 18 yards 1 foot minus 12 yards equals 6 yards? Australia protested, but Lennie 
waved for them to get on with it 

The introduction of Spiteri with twenty minutes to go livened up the Oz attack, with his 
aggressive style upsetting the Africans and he was iucky not to be booked after going in 
studs up on Gargo. Ghana had the better of the final minutes with Kuma and Hagan firing 
shots high and wide of Kalac, but Yahaya had the best chance in the dying seconds only to 
fire the ball over again. If these guys ever concentrate on placement instead of power they 
could weil score a hatful one day. 


Although Eddie Thomson failed to give any real indication of his preferred starting eleven 
(only Kalac and Tobin started all three games}, Australia have shown that they are ready to 
tackle better credentialled teams. Well, better teams than a bunch of Olympic hopefuls 
anyway. Kalac took the opportunity to cement his place between the uprights, Okon is firmly 
back in favour, Popovic again did everything asked of him, and Markovski and Veart troubled 
the Africans on many occasions. Horvat and Popovic drew praise from ET who suggested 
Okon, Van Bierk and Corica would all be brought back in for the match in Buenos Aires. 


Results / starting line-ups 


Jun 18 (Sydney) 2-1 Tony Vidmar 4, Graham Arnold 37 
Jun 21 (Adelaide) 1-0 Carl Veart 19 
Jun 24 (Perth) 0-4 

Game 1 Game 2 Game 3 
Goalkeepers 
18. Zeljko Kalac (Sydney United) X Xx Xx 
1. Mark Bosnich (Aston Villa) 
Defenders 
5. Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) xX xX X 
4. Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) X xX 
2. Tony Vidmar (Ad City/NAC Breda) X 
20. Stan Lazaridis (West Adelaide) xX X 
17. Steve Horvat (Melbourne Knights) S Xx 
21. Craig Moore (Glasgow Rangers) X 
13. Jason Van Blerk = (Millwall) XK 
3. Tony Popovic (Sydney United) X Ss xX 
Midfielders 
6. Paul Wade (Sth Melb/Heid/Bulleen} X S X 
16. Jason Polak (South Melbourne) S x x 
11. Steve Corica (Marconi) X x 
12. Aurelio Vidmar (Std Liege/Feyenoord) Xx 
14. Ned Zelic (Borussia Dortmund) X X 
8. Paul Okon (Club Brugge) x 
Forwards 
19. John Markovski (Morwell Falcons) S X X 
10. Frank Farina (Lille) X 
9 Graham Arnold (NAC Breda) X xX 
15. Carl Veart (Sheffield United) x X 
7. Joe Spiteri (Melbourne Knights) Ss 





Melbourne Knights get rid of the monkey 


Mark Viduka returned home from the World Youth Cup just in time to propel the Melbourne 
Knights to their first national championship. The league's top scorer flew in from Qatar and 
marked his return with a stunning hat-trick against South Melbourne, giving his team the chance 
to take on their semi-final nemesis Adelaide City. The South Australians had cruised into the 
grand final after inflicting an embarrassing 2-1 defeat at Somers St for a 3-1 aggregate 
scoreline. The Knights fans could have been excused for thinking 'Here we go again’, with a 
fourth grand final loss in five years looking a distinct possibility, but Adelaide City have rarely 
played worse in a final, and goals from Marth and Spiteri were enough to take the trophy back to 
Victoria. The 35 yard effort from ‘Stabber was worthy of winning any match. 

Buoyed by their domestic success, the Knights flew to Japan for a two match series against 
Jubilo lwata and Asian Cup-Winners Cup holders Yokohama Flugels. Again Mark Viduka was 
the decisive factor with three goals in the two matches, arousing the interest of a number of 


other J-League clubs. 
1994-95 NSL Final Table 


P WwW D+(S) L F A Pts 
Melbourne Knights 24 16 4 (2) 4 56 25 70 
Adelaide City 24 16 4 (1) 4 41 20 69 
Sydney United 24 15 5 (3) 4 34 19 68 
Morwell Falcons 24 8 11 (4) 5 41 37 47 
West Adelaide 24 8 & (5) 6 28 32 45 
South Melbourne 24 9 » to 16 42 36 44 


ee 


Brisbane Strikers 24 8 
Wollongong 24 8 
Sydney Olympic 24 8 
Marconi Fairfield 24 6 
Melbourne Zebras 24 6 
Parramatta Eagles 24 7 
Heidelberg United 24 6 


Aw wm SS 88 
“45 oo 683 9s 


Top six series 


1st Elim. final - 1st leg - Morwell 0 South Melbourne 1 (Kelic) 
1st Elim. final - 2nd leg - Sth Melb 5 (Trimboli 12, Peterson 30, Muscat 45, Boutsianis 59, 
Polak 64) Morwell 1 (Markovski 67) 


2nd Elim.final - 1st leg - West Adelaide 1 (Hooker 45p) Sydney Utd 1 (Jerman 90)0 
2nd Elim.final - 2nd leg - Sydney Utd 1 (Milicic 49) West Adelaide 0 


Major semi final - 1st leg - Adelaide City 1 (Mori 12p) Melbourne Knights 0 
Major semi final - 2nd leg - Melb. Knights 1(Tiatto 2) Adelaide City 2 (Melta 7, Hassell 55) 


1st semi final - Sydney Utd 1 (Jerman 76) South Melbourne 3 (Muscat 7Op, 73, Kelic 87) 


Preliminary final - Melb'ne Knights 3 (Viduka 27,38,53) Sth Melbourne 2 (Boutsianis 39,71) 


1994/95 Grand Final (at Hindmarsh Stadium) 
Adelaide City 0 Melbourne Knights 2 (Marth 35, Spiteri 42) 


1994/95 NSL Cup Final (at Olympic Park) 
Melbourne Knights 6 (Spiteri 30, 70, Horvat 51, Biskic 80, Viduka 86,87) Heidelberg 0 


AWARDS 
Player of the Year - Mark Viduka (Melbourne Knights) 
U-21 Player of the Year - Mark Viduka (Melbourne Knights) 
Coach of the Year - Zoran Matic (Adelaide City) 
Top Scorer - 21 - Mark Viduka (Melbourne Knights) 


Now, about that ASF Yearbook... iz 
Hands up all those who approve of the format displayed on the facing page? Wouldn't you just 
love to have a record like that of every season in the NSL? Complete with ALL the results and 
line-ups for ALL our national teams for the past season? No? Well we would! 

We remember the good old days of the mid 80's when Soccer Action used to produce a 
publication that soccer fans eagerly looked forward to. Comprehensive statistics lists for ALL 
State Leagues, complete histories of award winners, the list goes on and on. And how much 
was this goldmine of information? $1.50! 

Studs Up reckons its time the ASF produced something the fans could look forward to. 

Recent yearbooks have been full of glossy pictures but pretty short on substance, and we think 
the fans are owed a few favours, so how about really making an effort this year fellas, and give | 
us a history of the NSL. 


































Premier leaque on Channel 31 


No, not Alan Shearer and his mates, we're talking about the Victorian Premier League. The 
VSF have negotiated a deal with Melbourne's latest addition to the free-to-air ranks which will 
enable some Melbourne fans to enjoy the likes of Bulleen, Preston and runaway leaders Port 
Melbourne from the comfort of their lounge chairs. Not live, of course. But a midweek show will 
now enable amateur players (who normally play at the same time as Premier League games) 
the opportunity to watch good quality Australian soccer in the winter. The VSF has copped 
some stick in these pages in the past so we are more than happy to redress the imbalance and 
give them a hearty pat on the back. Well done. 


Fans taken for a ride again... 
Australian fans are often told to ‘stop whingeing’ when touring clubs or national teams fail to put 
their best eleven on the park. While its fair to say that injuries and unavailability are legitimate 
reasons for fielding a patched-up side, what Victorian fans were served up by West Ham cannot ! 
go by without comment. $20 for a grandstand seat was a fair dinkum rip-off. Admittedly the 
Hammers were decimated by injury, and the club were also keen to have a good look at what 
was reportedly some tasty talent from the youth and reserve teams. 

| The problem here is not the fact that the youngsters (goalkeeper Feuer aside) failed to produce 
on the day. The problem is the way the administrators insisted that the tourists would field their 
strongest team. Even at the summit the official line was that West Ham were to have their stars 
on show at Olympic Park. 

The reason the fans whinge is because they rarely get what they are promised. If we were told 
what we were getting for our $20 we couldn't complain. Or $27 in the case of the Ghana game. 
Okay, we didn't expect Abedi Pele, Yeboah, Lamptey etc, but for the Ghanaians to send 
(effectively) their Olympic Games squad is a smack in the mouth to their hosts. 

May they never be invited again, | 

















Se Se eee Pee eae 


June 26 sees the next major move for the ASF with the relocation of their offices to the SFS. 
All future correspondence should be addressed to P O Box 175, Paddington 2021 | 
Ph: (02) 380-6099 Fax: (02) 380-6155 





Still no VSF handbooks... | 
You may remember us having a dig at the Victorian Soccer Federation in ‘SU3' for failing to have} 
their handbooks (listing ground/fixtures etc) available by round 3. Well, it gets worse 
We contacted the VSF again in late June and guess what? Still no handbooks Naturally they | 
didn't heed our advice about listing upcoming match details in ABSW either A glance at the | 
i June 20 issue reveals who is playing who, but not where or when_ This is getting really silly | 


|What is so difficult about passing on the name of the ground and the kick-off time? 





- Australia ‘97? _ 
Hot on the heels of Australia ‘93, our successful hosting of that event must make us a favourite 
to host the 1997 World Youth Cup, ifMAwhen Malaysia withdraw. The Malaysian FA has gone on | 





record as saying that if their match-fixing scandal has not been cleared up they will voluntarily 
withdraw from hosting the event. If | were a gambling man | wouldn't bet against the event 
coming tothese shores. 








‘Studs Up' Survey - A preliminary report 


Well, we haven't been overwhelmed with the response to our survey, but with the number 
of replies now breaking the 100 barrier, it's time to check on some of the more clear-cut 
results. A full report will appear in ‘Studs Up 5’. 


Q1 (a). How many teams should be in the NSL? 

(b). How many league matches per season should they play? 

(c). How many teams should contest the finals 
‘SU' was surprised to find that 61% of fans wanted an increase in the number of teams. Most 
preferring 16 with a 30 match season. 77% of fans wanted to see at least 30 matches a 
season, with some fans going as high as 45. One fan suggested going to a final eight series, 
with 65% preferring either 5 or 6 teams Only two fans suggested a first past the post cystem .. 


Q2. How should drawn league matches be decided? - a) Penalties b) Sudden death extra 
time c) Normal extra time d) Result left as draw e) Other 

Perhaps not surprisingly, 46% were happy to let a draw stand as just that. 31% saw the need to 
follow FIFA's lead and introduce sudden-death extra-time. One respondent wanted to see the 
old ‘American’ style shootout (with the five second rule). Oh, and there is a definite preference 
to return to three points for a win. 


Q3. Are admission prices too high for a) NSL games b) Internationals 

Pretty clear cut here, 61% think admission prices are okay for NSL matches, but a staggering 
73% think prices are too high for internationals. Maybe it wouldn't be as high as 73% if the 
players advertised actually took the field... 


Q4. Is fan behaviour a consideration when attending NSL matches? 
Line-ball, with exactly 50% claiming that it was a consideration. The lesson is there 


Q5. How do you keep up with upcoming events? 

No surprise. 65% listed ABSW, 58% listed SBS. The only newspapers to get any mention at all 
were The Australian, the Melbourne Age and the Melbourne Herald-Sun. This probab!y won't 
come as any shock to Sydney readers... 


Q6. Is the SBS coverage/presentation of the NSL good enough to attract new fans? 
We hate to tell them this but 57% said no. . 


Q7. Which national/club teams would you like to see tour Australia? 

Italy 38%, Germany 31%, England 30%, Brazil 27%, Argentina 23% - also repeated mentions of 
Man Utd, Liverpool, Ajax, Cameroon, but only one request to see USA... Overall the general 
wish is to see the ‘full squad of whichever team ts touring 


Q8. is Australian soccer too ‘Sydney’ based? 
What we've always thought - 69% said yes. Of the other 31%, most were from Sydney... 


Q9. Should Australia abandon Oceania and compete in Asia? 
A huge 81% said yes. Plenty of support for a FIFA-enforced merger too... 


Q10. Is the standard of refereeing in the NSL high enough? 

Only 42% said yes, although some of that number suggested the standard is on a par with the 
playing standard... The most common complaint was inconsistency, but a large number are 
also concerned with the failure to stamp out foul play 


The additional comments area threw up some recurring themes, such as: The need for an 
English FA Cup style competition involving clubs from ALL states - including country areas, all 
NSL teams should feature the names of players on the backs of shirts, a need for NSL clubs to 
introduce ‘family areas’ at grounds, each club should produce their own match-day program (or 
the NSL to produce one), and many more. But thats all in our nextissue. See ya then. 


Harry Georgiadis is deeply concerned about the lack of facilities in Australia’s 
second most populous state, and urges the government to do something - quickly! 


Victoria - The third rate soccer state? 


Anybody who was at the Australia v Scotland World Cup qualifier at Olympic Park in 
Melbourne on a balmy Novermber night in 1985 would have been left in no doubt that 
Victoria's largest city was Oz soccer's capital. Melbournians packed Olympic Park to 
bursting point not only in the Scotland game but also in the previous qualifier against Israel. 
Smarting from perceived Sydney bias, Melbourne could boast having the 1984 (South 
Melbourne) and 1985 (Brunswick) NSL champions and the finest soccer stadium in Australia 
(with a pitch the equal of Wembley). 


Ten years on and Melbourne is overlooked in the three match series against Ghana. 

In fact, Olympic Park has not hosted a Socceroo international since our World Cup qualifier 
against New Zealand in June 1993. Taking a look at Olympic Park today would not leave 
you asking why. The use of the ground for pop concerts is fine in theory but the Alternative 
Nation gig over Easter left the ground in shocking condition for the NSL finals, with whispers 
at one point suggesting the games may need to be transferred. It was only the lack of a 
realistic alternative that prevented a shift of venue. The groundsis encircled by the athletics 
track of course, which leaves the closest fans twenty yards from the touchline and even 
basic toilet facilities are inadequate. | remember heading to the loo after the West Ham 
game only to find them locked. | was forced to use the disabled amenities, and even the 
door on those was hanging from its hinges. You can’t say much for the catering services 
either. 


The construction of the Sydney Football Stadium made Olympic Park obsolete overnight. 
How long will it be before Hindmarsh Stadium also teaves Olympic Park in its wake? Its 
fine for Jeff Kennett to continuously remind us of his passion for soccer but Melbourne 
desperately needs a world-class soccer facility if it is to attract any international games of 
importance such as the soccer tournament for the 2000 Olympic Games. Whether that 
means abandoning OP for a stadium in Melbourne's docklands (Hi, Rupert!) or developing 
OP is the Premiers choice. It should be noted that by a world-class facility we don’t mean 
the new Lakeside stadium but a stadium that can seat at least 40,000 fans. Something 
must be done quickly, otherwise Victoria will continue to fall behind the other states. It can't 
be left to the Victorian Soccer Federation, most of whom still dream of increasing their local 
power base at the expense of the sport's development. If Jeff Kennett doesn't do it, then no- 
one will. 





| Kiwis to host another cup... 

While the eyes of the yachting world will look towards New Zealand in 4-5 years time, the 
Kiwis get the chance to host another major event a couple of years earlier with the capture of; 
the hosting rights for the 1997 Under 17 World Chapionships. It may even give their game| 
ithe kick up the backside it needs after the glory days of Spain ‘82. It's also a feather in the) 
cap of Oceania president Charlie Dempsey who proudly boasted that FIFA “took my) 
assurance everything would be in place __ its further evidence that Oceania Is coming of age! 
lvery quickly”. 
| don’t know about coming of age (it still hasn't reached puberty!) but you can't si 
iCharlie Dempsey for trying. 


nd 


| 


| Slavery abolished in the colonies? 

| In handing down it's decision on the transfer system, the Industral Relations Commission 
rejected the player's union request to abolish the transfer fee, however, it agreed that the 
|present transfer system should be abolished by January 1, 1997 It lacks the ASF into on- 
|going negotiations with the Players Association lawyer Brendan Schwab The commissioner; 
‘bringing down the verdict must have swallowed ‘Studs Up 3° His claims that the transfer! 
isystem is biased against players, may not be to the clubs advantage, and is a restraint of| 
itrade mirrored those of ‘SU’ Still, it doesnt represent a complete Players Association| 
ivictory. It abolishes the current transfer system and not the principle of club compensation 
ifees. 


— - —— — es 











At $125 a pop it was unlikely that many fans would make their 
way to the World Congress Centre, but events like this can 
be priceless, as Kevin Christopher and Harry Georgiadis 
discovered... 


National Soccer Summit ASENC 
Melbourne - May 19-21 lustratian Sarees 


Federation 





Looking around the auditorium it was difficult to imagine a greater collection of soccer minds 
ever assembling in the one room, and there was an air of expectancy as George Negus 
welcomed everyone to the most important meeting in recent Australian soccer history. The 
1953-54 Queensland ball-juggling champion then went on to introduce a video which began with 
various clips of Stewart, Thomson, Holmes, Tsaklis and so on, but just as some people started 
to squirm in their seats, a reminder of why we all love the game. 

There was some great action from the recent NSL finals series complimented by that catchy 
little ditty "Things can only get better’. Indeed, that seemed to be the theme of the long 
weekend, and while a fair bit of dirty laundry got hung out, it never really got nasty. 

That's not to say there weren't any cheap shots though... 


As expected, the first key speaker was ‘Nifty’ Neville Wran who spoke in an optimistic tone, 

convincing the delegates that he believes soccer can become the major football code in 
Australia. He went on to list the variety of problems the game faces, but apart from the odd 
suggestion (Asia-Pacific Challenge Cup) didn't really ignite proceedings as we'd hoped. 
At least he put his cards on the table and left no doubt in people's minds that he is aware of all 
the major problems. What the conference needed to kick it off with a bang however, was an 
opening speech with sparkle and above all something new. Perhaps he was leaving that side of 
things to David Hill. 


Hill wasted little time in setting out his agenda for Australian soccer in the 21st century. Few 
disagreed with his claim that while junior development and our international sides are generally 
doing well, it was the bit in the middle (the NSL) that is letting the sport down. Most nodded in 
agreement. lf there is one problem that he will devote most of the time to it is the under- 
performing National Soccer League. He was mostly seated in the front row of the theatre, 
usually as an impartial observer, but make no mistake, he has very strong opinions on the 
direction of the sport. These views were formed well before the summit and the three-day taik- 
fest was partly an attempt to gauge support for a professional soccer league with (if necessary) 
a totally revamped NSL. 

Disappointingly, not everyone was there. Some clubs still live in a kind of dreamworld where 
they refuse to acknowledge the sport's predicament. If they knew what was good for them, they 
would have been there taking copious quantities of notes on how to remain in the ‘new’ league. 
As DH intimated, those that don’t change and flow with the times will soon become ex-NSL 
clubs. It wouldn't surprise me if certain clubs signed their death warrants during the week-end. 

Hill spoke passionately about the need for a professional league to stem the overseas player 
drain and boost the game's profile. He made little secret of his wish to see clubs attracting a 
cross section of Australians and by providing better facilities. Nothing revolutionary there, only a 
commitment that existing NSL clubs would be given the opportunity to lift their game. If they 
didn't they would be axed. Axed for new clubs that, although not rejecting ethnic support as its 
core market, had truly regional support, a marketing strategy and ability to attract television 
coverage and sponsorship. 

So what was the reaction? Mainly positive, however the people sitting most uncomfortably in 
the dark auditorium were the NSL chairmen. They sat and squirmed as their competition was 
continuously criticised for everything from archaic facilities, non-accessibility to the mainstream 
media, playing standards, and lack of community support (a euphemism for the ethnic issue’). 
At one point DH had the NSL chairmen sweating when he sat in on the ‘ethnic’ discussion and 
asked them what they thought their role was in broadening their clubs narrow support base. 
Despite putting the clubs on notice, he must have been disappointed and under-whelmed at 
their response. Those that had the courage to turn up and speak (Sam Vella of Parramatta and 
George Vasilopoulos of Sth Melb) mumbled their way through the usual excuses about the 
reluctance of members to change and needing more time. But back to Dawid... 


His first surprise was his insistence that the sport be referred to as ‘football’. His second was his 
desire to see the ‘Socceroos’ play 16 matches a year, 12 of them at home. No details of course, 
just a desire. Being the numbers man that he is, he was quick to point out that ASF revenue in 
1993 was $10.5 million, in 1995 it was to be less than $5 million. Enough said. Hill went on to 
suggest the ASF may introduce development scholarships in an effort to slow the overseas 
player drain, may provide the clubs with direct financial assistance, and would actively 
encourage new teams in the NSL without actually expanding it. Delegates from Heidelberg, 
Melbourne SC and Parramatta would certainly have felt uncomfortable at that point... 

For a full review of the Hill masterplan turn to pages 21-22. 


SESSION ONE - Friday May 19 - 11.20am 


With the keynote speeches and morning tea out of the way, the delegates could settle down 

and discuss details. Or could they? The first open session had a vague title of "With an Open 
Goal, How does Australian Soccer Maximise its Goalscoring Opportunities". 
A panel of nine had about five minutes each to state their opinions and hopefully give some 
constructive suggestions for the improvement of the game here. Sadly, that didn't really happen. 
Many of the delegates (not just on this panel but throughout the summit) were under-prepared 
and dragged their time out when really they had little to say that had not already been covered by 
Hill and Wran. Well, at least we knew that everybody was aware of the problems. Pity about 
the lack of solutions... 

Well, sort of. ‘Studs Up' had the opportunity to have their say and put forward a seven point 
plan as follows: 

1. Request FIFA to finalise an international soccer calendar. 

2. Introduce sudden-death to national league matches. 

3. Introduce strict guidelines for promotion to / relegation from the national league. 
4. Look at re-structuring the youth leagues. 

5. Introduce a State-of-Origin series. 

6. To make greater use of our past (and present) players. 

7. All NSL clubs to employ full-time Media and Fan Liaison Officers. 


We also pointed out that overseas federations recognise the importance of the fans and 
some have actively sought their representation in the game's decision-making processes. 
We asked the ASF to consider the fans a stakeholder, and to get the Oceania Cup up and 
running as soon as possible, with a view to hosting the Inter-Continental Cup. 


SESSION TWO - Friday May 19 - 2:30pm 


Titled “Selling Soccer - The Best Sporting Product in the World". the marketing discussion 
brought into sharp focus the lack of thought by NSL clubs and the ASF as to how to go about 
marketing the sport in Australia The organisers of the summit should be congratulated for 
assembling a wide cross-section of speakers, although the addition of Max Walker (of chook 
hypnotism fame) was perhaps one choice that backfired. 

Max's suggestion that soccer could be marketed as a ‘green’ game confused a few people 
(another Diego ‘dope’ shock?), with something about re-cycling , um | dunno, it just didn't work 
really. Another case of being thrown in at the deep end without the proper guidance 

To be fair though, Max came up a couple of overdue comments regarding the coverage of the 
game here, with respect to un-imaginative camera angles etc. 

At the other end of the scale was Gary Kingshott, marketing guru from Ansett, who 
enlightened everybody with a range of observations and proposals. Ihe key point of interest 
was Ansett’s expansion into Asia, and the opportunities this opens up for soccer, but he also 
told the delegates of the importance of networking their sponsors (a la Brisbane Broncos) and 
we can only hope all NSL clubs get a transcript of his comments and read them every morning 
after breakfast. This guy was good. 

Another revelation was the appearance of Damien Stenmark who has previously worked with 
Seven Sport sales and has reportedly sold over $100 million worth of sponsorship in this 
country. To him, the key problem is poor image (surprise!), and he believes the only way for 
soccer to get ahead is to start agai from square one. Start a NEW NSL, with only one team per 
city, with privately-owned clubs, etc, etc. He wasn't the only one who believes revolution is 
preferable to evolution. 

Jane Brook (Mars Confectionary) was one of the few females to find her way on to a panel, 
and like Kathy Walsh later that evening, saw the need to market players as individual stars. 

John Poulakakis (Campaign Palace) felt the same, as well as insisting that the best 








marketing company in the world would have trouble marketing a poor product. A veiled stinging 
attack on the quality of soccer served up by some Clubs. 

it was good to see Jim Tansey (Promotions, Adidas) again, although from a distance he 
looked like an anorexic Clive James which made it a touch difficult to concentrate. His 
comment that we must bring world-class teams to Australia was frequently echoed, and he 
shared the general feeling that our best marketing tool is the Socceroos. There was a universal 
view that the players need to be promoted more and so on, but for the average fan, this was stuff 
we've known for years. Again, specifics were rare, but don't be surprised if the ASF holds 
compulsory marketing seminars for the clubs in the near future. One surprise omission from the 
panel was ASF marketing chief Cec Bucello. | wonder why... 


Note: Session two was interrupted by Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett (complete with personal 
press crew) who made a brief speech full of the usual rhetoric about sponsorship, marketing, 
must make tough decisions etc, but he did mention that two corporations were keen to come on 
board. Didn't say which ones though... 


SESSION THREE - Friday May 19 - 7:30pm 


After a quick pizza it was back to the summit for a discussion on the media - “Meet The 
Press - Are They On The Ball”. Kyle Patterson took the reins and introduced a variety of media 
representatives who continued to point out soccer's problems, and throw a few curve-balls as 
well. Kathy Walsh (Coca-Cola) took the delegates on a walk down rugby league’s memory lane, 
reminding us of the enormous image problem RL faced in the late 70's. Besides the obvious 
step of ‘cleaning up’ the game, rugby's honchos took the bizarre step of promoting the meat- 
heads as hunks by sending them to charm school and then unleashing them in shopping 
centres and schools. 

Steve Speziale (MMM radio and Cantona lookalike) was refreshingly forthright when he told 
the masses to ‘Stop whingeing, get your act together and come and talk to us.." 

He was right. For too long the clubs have waited for the media to go to them, rather than issuing 
press releases and providing players for interviews etc. He also expressed concern over the 
‘Viduka kisses Croatian badge on shirt' saga, and queried why no action Is taken. 

But he hit the nail on the head when he spoke of the need for market research amongst the 
consumers. Indeed, a number of clubs were quite interested when they discovered that ‘Studs 
Up' was in the process of conducting its own survey. Wonder if they'll ring us... 


Wanda Jamrozik (The Australian) put the cat amongst the pigeons when she suggested a 
media blackout on accents. This became a bit of a running joke for a while (amongst the 
pigeons anyway) who treated the comment with mock disdain, but Zoran Matic saw the 
comment for what it was worth. It is crucial that soccer's frontnen/women be articulate, and 
while Arok, Vasilopoulos and co made no secret of their disrespect for Wanda, soccer's 
intelligentsia considered it a shrewd observation. Perhaps some of her critics could go to charm 
school... 


Steve Copping (Shoot magazine) highlighted the inadequate facilities for the media (with 
examples of radio commentators calling the game from the concrete steps) and urging the ASF 
to take a greater interest in the juniors, but the star performer of this session was Phil Gardner, 
sports editor of the Melbourne Herald-Sun. As he pointed out, his paper gives it's readers what 
they want. While some delegates spoke of their hopes to make soccer the number one sport in 
Oz, Phil was realistic enough to suggest nothing will replace AFL as the number one sport in 
Victoria, and quite possibly the other southern states. Above all, he spoke of the need for soccer 
to get rid of the chip on it's shoulder, and in many ways soccer has only itself to blame. As 
Steve Speziale also pointed out, the media often finds out about soccer happenings through the 
back door, and it is up to the clubs to ring the ‘Hun’ and inform Mr Desira of exactly what's 
happening. Maybe one simple step would be to announce the teams for the coming weeks 
games on the Thursday night, just like AFL. Remember, in ARL they announce them on the 
preceding Tuesday. 


FOURTH SESSION - Saturday May20 - 9:00am 





The previous evening had ended with a ‘drinks' session so a few heads were worse for wear 
come 9:00 Saturday morning, but all ears (if not eyes!) were open for the "NSL - Pros and Cons‘ 
chinwag. At least everyone agreed the current make-up of the NSL is wrong. 


Johnny (Can | just make a point here?) Warren kicked off the debate by revealing the SBS 
ratings figures for this years grand final. Adelaide 13, Melbourne 2! Yep, 2. Perhaps an 
indication of Melbourne fans disinterest in a club which is so very pro-Croatian. 

Anyway, Warren spoke of the need to expand into Asia - with a potential television audience of 
200 million - and the league should look closely at Tahiti, Fiji and of course Indonesia. Peter 
Thorne (General Manager, Soccer NSW) was more blunt. "Start again", said Peter, with 
(probably) 12 teams, including WA, Canberra and only 2 teams from Melbourne and Sydney. 
Ground rationalisation was high on his agenda, as was franchising, with a suggestion of no 
promotion or relegation until the league is settled. And he wasn't the only one to come up with a 
new name. The'A' league... 


George Vasilopoulos (President, Sth Melb) made an (at times) impassioned plea for the ASF 
to give more support to the clubs. Plenty of rhetoric, but again short of practical ideas, and | was 
a bit concerned when he said the league needs 14 teams, and the current clubs are the best 
options! John Kosmina was ready to spray bullets around the room, insisting that someone has 
to take the blame. Over the next few hours, various people did just that. Well, accepting that we 
should all take part of the blame anyway. And then came Brendan. 


Brendan Schwab (son of ex-AFL administrator Alan) is working with Kimon Taliadores in an 
attempt to get a better deal for the players. While this session was supposed to discuss how 
the NSL could afford to go professional, Brendan was the only one to put actual figures on the 
table. In a pro league the clubs could expect an average yearly wage bill of $650,000, which will 
put a lot of clubs to the wall. A longer season would help, naturally, as would games in Asia, 
but at the end of the day, a pro-league won't happen without major assistance from the ASF. He 
was also particularly scathing in his attack on some clubs use of illegal practices, late payments 
to players, no payments to players, questionable transfer dealings etc. In other words if the 
clubs want to go pro, they must look after the players welfare, education and super-annuation. 
Not just their wages. 

Ricky Nixon (AFL player manager) was from the same boat, telling the delegates that if you 
don't look after the players, nothing else matters. He repeated a number of ideas such as 
moving into Asia and ground rationalisation, but his suggestion to return to a winter competition 
is unlikely to get out of the starting gate. 


Barry Neame (Canberra Cosmos) was an excellent panellist with plenty to offer, as he was 
an NBL administrator in the days when that sport was struggling. He pointed out that when the 
tough decisions had to be made, basketball leit the passion outside the boardroom, something 
soccer must do if it is to progress. One excellent suggestion was for all clubs to supply a full 
media kit - action shots and head/shoulders - as well as renaming the stadiums. If Canberra 
Cosmos can hold on to this guy, their future is assured. 


An interesting late addition to the agenda was the appearance of John Rashley (I think) from 
Whittlesea council, north of Melbourne. He unveiled plans for a $10 million complex to be 
situated 10km from Melbourne Airport, or 20km north of Melbourne GPO, with two pitches and a 
pavilion to be completed by early 1997. The big news however was the second stage of 
development which will see a main stadium with 3,000 seats and a total capacity of 15,000, 
social clubs, press facilities and parking spaces for 1,600 cars. The suggestion was made that 
this could be a great place for the Olyroos camps, AIS, VIS camps etc, but the eyebrows of one 
or two Victorian clubs were surely raised given the heavy ethnic population base in the area. 


Raul Blanco was a delight to listen to, acknowledging that after 27 years he may have to 
accept part of the blame, and to an extent he feels guilty, but came up with some wonderfully 
emotional stuff, including "promoting the good-looking bastards". Eddie Thomson had some 
interesting ideas including putting crowds onto one side of the SFS to make it look good for the 
television. His approval of Mark Silic climbing the fence after the NSL grand final concerned a 
few people though... 


Inevitably, it all came back to the ethnic issue. Various club identities stated their cases with 
all the usual cliches, with a number of them asking for more time to broaden their support 
bases. Well, they've only had twenty years, after all... Lex Marinos made a guest appearance 
in the audience, detailing the problems Australians have in attending NSL games, from the 
stadium announcers to the hostility of the home fans. Coming from an ethnic background, Lex 
spoke with a lot of weight. 








Frank Arok made his periodical poignant comment when he asked whether we were 
welcome in Asia. Even the most committed Euro-phile must realise that Asia (in some shape or 
form) is our future. But do the Asians really want us? We assume that the Koreans, Japanese 
and Chinese would welcome us with open arms but what have we got to offer them? Arok also 
wants to see a reduction in the number of teams in the NSL, but play three rounds per year. 
Spot on, Frank. 


lan Holmes summed up the general feeling when he said 
the NSL needed a “full-frontal lobotomy”. 


SESSION FIVE - Saturday May 20 - 1:30pm 


The coaching and development session had the potential to be extremely boring but Steve 
Darby (ASF development officer and husband of ‘SU3' covergirl) went for the overhead projector 
approach in an attempt to increase the delegates retention rate. And it worked. An excellent 
presentation from one of the few people to thoroughly prepare themselves. We even got hand- 
outs to follow through... Geraldo Delamore (National coach, Oz Futsal team) also used the 
projector and made some cutting comments while he was at it. Australia's problem was not 
players going overseas, it was not having ready-made replacements. | assume the delegates 
immediately thought of Brazil. It was interesting to note that although our under-age teams 
perform very well on the international stage, they rarely reach the same heights at senior level. 
Unfortunately, this anomaly was not discussed, with the emphasis on self-congratulation at 
youth level. Frank Arok made another pertinent observation when he remarked that so far, the 
various Institutes have created good defenders, attackers and goalkeepers, but are yet to 
produce a playmaker who has gone to Europe. 


The delegates were told there are about 12,000 accredited coaches (Level 1) in Australia, but 
| reckon this figure should probably be treated with caution. |I've seen the standard of level one 
coaches getting around. Very few of them would pass level two or level three... 

Oh, and before | forget, the girls were mentioned! Of the 400,000 juniors playing around the 
country, less than 20,000 are girls. Surely a lesson there... 

Just one final point. A number of officials were heard enthusing over our under-age record at 
FIFA tournaments. They conveniently overlook the fact that few of the European sides (including 
Germany, Holland WYC 1995) take their best players. Yes, we're good, but not as good as 
they're telling themselves. 


SESSION SIX - Sunday May 21 - 9:30am 


“Hullo World! Oz soccer in the international arena” was the title of the final session and 
‘Studs Up' licked their collective lips at the prospect of all the big guns having their say on where 
Australia should be headed. Whoops! After David Hill made a brief summary (including the 
idea of an Australia Cup) the five to seven minute time restriction went straight out the door. 
Zoran Matic was first up and went on for about forty minutes. | guess he had heard everybody 
else have their say on everything and wanted to go out the same way. 

And how! Anyone who has read his 'Sports Weekly’ column will be aware he doesn't pull 
punches, and he was into it straight away claiming the upcoming Ghana series is a failure 
before it begins. Australia should be playing England, Ireland, Italy, Germany etc, scheduling of 
NSL matches is illogical, and should be based around/away from cultural festivals such as 
Glendy(?) - West Adelaide, mid-week games should not happen, alter kick-off times (dusk is the 
most difficult time to play), player discipline is appalling (eg. language at airports) and our 
national teams should consider themselves as ambassadors - the days of 'mad dogs' are over! 

Zoran also dived into the ethnic debate with gusto, giving George Vasilopoulos and co a huge 
serve, and backing up Jamrozik's comments about accents. And to top it off he gave the players 
a bashing - "Why go to court? Come and see us at the table". Like | said, Zoran spoke for 
maybe forty minutes, but it was great stuff. In many ways he was only saying what everyone 
else was thinking, but sometimes it takes a lot of guts to get up and say it so bluntly Well done 
Mr Matic, a true ‘Studs Up' performance. 


After that refreshing burst of common-sense it was back to the rhetoric of an ASF official, this 
time Basil Scarsella. Nothing he said was particularly wrong, its just that we'd heard it all before 
over the previous two and a half days. It was different next though as Eugene Brazzale took the 
microphone. For the first time in the conference somebody was smart enough to talk about the 
politics of FIFA. As he said» sustained success at national level ensures a higher level of 
INFLUENCE at FIFA level. ASF take noie! 


Johnny (Can | just make another point here?) Warren was his usual forthright self, and had facts 
and figures to back up all his suggestions. Besides France 1998, the 2000 Olympics is the 
biggie - 36.4% of ali Olympic spectators are at the soccer. Practical suggestions from the guru 
included commemorative matches every year on Anzac Day and Australia Day. And then along 
came Frank. 





You could just ‘sense’ that Arok (left) had waited years for 
this type of stage, and after Matic had clocked in around forty, 
the man who gave Australian soccer ‘respect was determined 
to beat it No complaints from ‘Studs Up' though as Frank 
wants the same status for coaches and players as we want for 
the fans. To be considered a stakeholder. Might be time to ring 
Kimon, Frank.. 

He also proposed a ‘gold pass' for legends of the game. 
Spot on again, Frank! 

aw a - Next came a few statistics on FIFA’s international rankings, and 

i —— | .| _ @ffectively said what 'SU' has been saying for some time. We're 

| \ ed not as high as we should be, but we're not much lower than we 
‘ should be either... 

This was only one in a series of 'minor digs at Thomson, but everyone knows they don't 
exchange Christmas cards and was probably to be expected. Besides, ET was speaking later 
on... 

But back to Arok. He was typically, er, frank on a range of issues relating to the national 
team, specifying the need to build a team (not select one), the need for a four-year (World Cup) 
plan (not a five year plan), and of course the old chestnut about Eddie and Les getting around 
Australia a bit more, and not just inviting everyone up to Sydney. 

In short, it was vintage Arok. 


Jack Reilly was reasonably brief given the number of axes he has to grind, but beyond all the 
rhetoric was his undeniable wish for the game to support the players. Just think, if Negus and 
Hill had never got involved, Jack may have ended up ASF Chairman... 

We can only hope that Mr Hill puts the players at the top of his asset list. Which brings us to 
Eddie Thomson. (Not sure how but he spoke next anyway..) 


Considering the long hours of the previous two days and nights, a 9:30am start and sitting for 
two hours while everybody else had their say, ET was understandably subdued when he finally 
got to have his say. He explained (defended?) his past record and stressed the need for more 
games and re-iterated the level of commitmeni from overseas based players and moaned about 
the cost of holding training camps in Europe and.. 

Well, it wasn't quite one long whinge. But Eddie had copped a few cheap shots over the past 
three days and he felt a need to answer his critics perhaps. Having said that, his final words of 
"Trust me" would not have inspired bags of confidence. While the coaching staff live off that 
narrow defeat at the hands of Argentina, it is never mentioned that a loss to Canada on penalties 
would have changed everything. | couldn't help wondering if ET kisses a photo of Mark 
Schwarzer every night before going to sleep. Unfortunately | never got to ask him because the 
60 minute session had gone 155 minutes, which left time for three questions from the floor! 


So what did we get out of the three days? Well, as George Negus explained during 
countless press and television interviews over the weekend, this was only the beginning. The 
organisers will now go away and sift through the numerous submissions (including a 30 page 
effort compiled by 'Studs Up’) and get back to everyone in the near future with a preliminary 
draft. By the end of the year we should have a definite three/four/five year plan ready to go, but 
with the new NSL season due to commence on October 23, they may well have to work faster. 


But wait, there’s more... 


THE ASF DINNER - Saturday May 20 - 8:00 


Included in the conference price of $125 was a seat at the informal dinner which was a 
relatively jovial occasion, helped along by a humorous dig through the history books and a look 
at some relics ‘re-discovered’ at the summit by Greg Blake He and Kyle Patterson kept 
proceedings moving with a review of all the ‘new eras’ Oz soccer has experienced since 1974, 
and it brought some red faces as well as some smiling ones. Unfortunately one ex-international 
didn't take the light-hearted digs too lightly, which brought a few more red faces, but in the 
wash-ub he probably embarrassed himself more than anvone else 





On a more uplifting note, the ASF had pulled a master-stroke in inviting Leo Baumgartner to 
be guest of honour. While never having had the privilege of seeing the man play, | could sense 
the effect he had over the legends of the game here, and Johnny Warren in particular was ‘over 
the moon’ that Leo could finally be honoured in such a way. ‘Studs Up’ was able to sit and talk 
with Leo for a while towards the end of the evening and it transpires that Leo now lives in the 
‘Negus' area in Northern NSW and George was responsible for getting him to Melbourne. 
Excellent work, George! 


The bonus in attending this sort of function is that between the ‘Grain-fed Sirloin of Beef with 
Dijon Mustard’ and ‘Chocolate basket on a Black Cherry Coulis’ you have the chance to wander 
around and chat with people you generally wouldn't come across. ‘SU’ is happy to report that 
everyone we approached was happy to hear the fans views, although most expressed 
disappointment that more fans did not attend the summit. Well, we know the reasons for that... 

| should point out that | met a few prominent members of the soccer fraternity who really 
believe this is Australian soccer's last chance. Some people really are ready to walk away from 
the game they love. 


But wait, there’s still more 


IN THE LOBBY - Various times over the three days 


At any major gathering of power-brokers there is bound to be as much action off-stage as 
there is on it. ‘Studs Up’ tried to concentrate on what was happening in front of us but it was 
unavoidable to notice the small pockets of officials who were drifting in and out of the main 
auditorium. Sure, you had to go to the foyer for a cigarette (as did ‘SU’ once or twice during the 
boring bits) but even roll-your-owns don't take 20-30 minutes. Naturally it would not be fair of us 
to say who said what to whom at the wash-basins, but we weren't the only one to suspect a 
period of autocracy at Rockdale and there were plenty of political manoeuvrings to ensure 
players were on the winning team at the end of extra time. 


Had a bit of a chinwag with Mike Urukalo who was off for a spot of job-hunting closer to the 
equator and he shares Frank Arok’s fear of Asian rejection when push comes to shove. It will be 
interesting to view the development of the newly announced S-League, with supposed massive 
injections of capital from the Singapore government and a major airline. 


But we know you want more... 


Kim and Brendan not real popular... 

lt was disappointing to view the cold shoulder aimed at Kim Taliadores during the summit. 
Kim may not have endeared himself to the ‘old guard’ with his desire to turn the present system 
on it's head, but his main aim is to get a better deal for the players, and as long as that policy 
remains his highest priority there is no need for the childish display put up by some club 
officials. Sorry, | could get into trouble if | print names.... 


No comment from Charlie... 

‘Studs Up’ was not impressed that there was no word from Oceania president Charlie 
Dempsey at the summit. ‘SU’ asked the organisers of the summit to request a statement from 
Auckland as to the future direction of Oceania, but none was forthcoming. Lo and behold! Into 
the ‘SU' mailbox the following week comes a letter from Mr Dempsey explaining that the 
Oceania Executive would be holding a meeting during the U-17 qualifiers in Vanuatu (tough job, 
that one!), but adding “In any case, we would not expect to be involved in a member country’s 
domestic arrangements’. 

Well, I've got news for you Charlie. It seems that the ASF is pretty keen to get to Asia, and 
where will that leave youfconfederation? 


...But plenty from the ASF! 

Something we didn't expect to see at the summit was the release of Volume 1 No.1 of ASF 
NEWS. This simple A4 size 4-page fold-over job was a (long overdue) collection of news items 
and upcoming events, but also stated a few broad policies regarding television rights, 
administrative re-structuring etc. Interested parties should contact the ASF and get on the 
mailing list. Presuming there is a Volume 1 No.2 of course 
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I wish I could remember his name... 

As usual there were plenty of calls for tolerance and understanding when o/s touring sides 
arrive without their star players, but one pertinent comment did not go un-noticed. 

Imagine if you'd paid for a ticket to see the Rolling Stones, but Keith Richard and Charlie 
Watts failed in arrive in the country with the rest of the band. We reckon you'd be entitled to a 
refund. So what's different when it comes to soccer? The way some of the promoters have 
taken soccer fans for a ride with promises of “Yes, he's here, he will play” will eventually rile 
someone enough to go to the small claims tribunal. It would be a very interesting judgement. | 
just wish | could remember who brought the subject up... 


Are we all part of the same organisation? 

A number of prominent figures in the game would like to see a change of attitude from the 
State Federations, with a few people looking to make it ‘official’. For example, would it make 
sense for the Victorian Soccer Federation to be known as the Victorian branch of the Australian 
Soccer Federation? 


And finally, the logo... 

One thing that just about everybody agreed on was the need to replace the current ASF logo. 

If you look at it long enough, you'll know why. Go on, stare at it a bit longer. If you reckon you've 
got a good idea for a replacement, get in contact with the ASF because you might just save the 
Federation a few thousand dollars commissioning some agency to design one. 


Just to wrap it all up... 
THE DAVID HILL 24-POINT MIASTERFLAN 


1. Australian Football needs a National plan with more vision, clearer direction, concise planning 
and specific strategies. 


2. Australian Football should embrace the requirements of our International teams as the 
highest priority. 


3. Long term (roll-over) planning of Australia’s international team schedule - to the year 2002 - 
should replace the current, piece meal basis scheduling of games. There should be more 
Socceroo games and more played in Australia. 


4. Consistent with an International Tournament and World Cup obligations, Australia should plan 
a rigorous schedule of 16 internationals each year, 12 in Australia. 


5. The Socceroos schedule should include more games against higher ranked world football 
nations. 


6. The resourcing and management of international touring requires a number of detailed 
improvements eg. travel of individual overseas players to join the Socceroo squad 


7. The NSL needs fundamental changes to take it to its next stage of development 


8. The NSL (alongside Australia’s international teams) needs to be recognised as the highest 
priority. 


9. The financial viability of the NSL and NSL clubs needs to be enhanced 


10. Significant increases in full time professional opportunities for Australian footballers need to 
be introduced. 


11. As an initial step to promote more full time professional opportunities, the ASF should 
provide some direct financial assistance to each of the clubs which will enable us to increase 
the number of full time player positions available 


12. Strategies need to be introduced to increase all major revenue sources including TV rights, 
sponsorship, gate receipts, merchandising, various Government revenues 








13. The ASF should assist in developing appropriate programs and standards for the improved 
management, organisation structures and administration of national league clubs. 


14. Strategies need to be developed to improve management and administration of the NSL. 
15. A national sponsor of the national league needs to be arranged. 

16. Television coverage (both free-to-air and pay TV) of football should be increased. 

17. The national league season should be extended. 


18. The appeal of football and the NSL needs to be extensively broadened into the mainstream 
of Australian society 


19.There is a need to further widen the community appeal of NSL clubs, so that beyond the 
current centres of support the ordinary Australian feels equal access and ownership of their local 
football team. 


20. The natural advantages of football as the genuine national code should be exploited - by 
encouraging viable bids from Perth, Canberra, Newcastle and other Australian centres for 
admission to the NSL 


21. Strategies should be developed to capitalise on the increased football opportunities in the 
Asian Pacific region with regular tournaments or competitions at both internation and national 
league level 


22 The future of Australian football requires a positive and constructive collective effort, rather 
than the promotion of sectional interests. 


23. The current review of the ASF Articles of Association should address the representation of 
constituent football bodies and the relationship between the ASF and other football 
organisations. 


24. Immediate consideration should be given to replacing the name ‘soccer with ‘football’. 
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Flinders Street 


Hooray! "16 matches a year" says David. The ASF appears committed to hosting a dozen 
international matches each year but what's the likely opposition and venues? 
‘Studs Up' makes some suggestions. 


Come and help us prepare... Please J 


For years the International Olympic Committee have seen the value of soccer. Although the 
rules seem to change with each successive tournament, FIFA is keen to upgrade the validity of 
the event without ever letting it challenge the World Cup for outright supremacy. Soccer was 
even a winner at the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984, and the benefits of holding a high quality 
soccer tournament in Australia in 2000 are mind-boggling. But it is important that everything 
goes according to plan. Each city nominating to host games must be given the opportunity to 
stage a four-team tournament over seven or eight days. After all, that is what cities had to do in 
March 1993, and 2000 will be the same but on a much grander scale. 

It is not just a matter of staging the matches either. There is no doubt that the 2000 soccer 
tournament will feature either a Muslim or Arab nation which will require special catering needs 
or allocation for prayer times so the potential organisers may as well get a taste of things to 
come. How can the ASF and SOGOC work with the various state governments to ensure the 
best facilities are available? The obvious answer would seem to be to hold an annual four team 
tournament in a different city each year, giving the public the chance to vote with their feet. 

A tournament with continuity. Something like the Commonwealth Cup. 


It shouldn't be too difficult to get the Commonwealth Bank to underwrite the success of the 
tournament, with virtually free local advertising and the opportunity to get their name in the 
minds of other Commonwealth countries. Naturally invitations would only be mailed to nations 
in the Commonwealth, but the guest list would still be impressive. The chance is there to builda 
bit of tradition (Kirin Cup, US Cup) particularly if the tournament climaxes on the same day every 
year, and a bit of prize money would ensure other nations took it seriously - we hope... 


Speaking of Commonwealth, | still can't understand why soccer is not included in the 
Commonwealth Games. It seems the people in charge are happy to have only track and field 
and swimming as viable spectator sports (anyone out there watch the lawn bowls?) 
but a gentle pointer to the television rights money available should soccer be included could be 
just the carrot. It would probably mean another batch of mind-numbing qualifiers, but the 
experience gained at the games themselves would be priceless. Besides, there are already 
hugely successful soccer tournaments at the Asian Games and All-African Games. 


lf the ASF want to test the Asian water, they might approach the relevant authorities about 
expanding the Afro-Asia Cup. This bi-annual challenge sees the Asian champions meet the 
African champions, but it might be time to let the Oceania champions have a go. A three-way 
tournament would surely be a crowd pleaser, and a money- spinner. Why not go one further 
and invite the winners of the Gulf Cup? Hang on, | think we've just found another four-team 


tournament. 


The venues for the 2000 event are potentially a cause for great embarrassment. Presumably 
the new stadium at Homebush will host the final, with the bulk of the Sydney matches being 
played at the SFS. Brisbane (Suncorp Stadium) appears to have a great chance of hosting a 
group, and the announcement of plans to upgrade Hindmarsh Stadium have given South 
Australians every reason to expect a group as well as a quarter final. As fer the rest, serious 
problems arise. 

Melbourne fans have every right to be nervous about venue decisions (see page 13), although 
it would be unthinkable not to stage any matches in Victoria. Canberra will surely look for some 
matches, as they did in 1993, while Western Australia (despite the lack of a suitable venue) will 
also be lobbying hard. Major renovations are required to lift the majority of our soccer venues to 
a FIFA approved level. We may have hosted the WYC with adequate facilities, but the Olympic 
Games is a big step up. The ASF must work extremely closely with the SOGOC to discuss 
exactly what requirements are demanded by the IOC and FIFA. 

Five years sounds a long time away, but the clock is ticking. The ASF has an awtul lot on its 
plate at the moment, but organisation of the 2000 soccer tournament should be very close to the 
top of their list of priorities. 





Henry Wizgier is concerned about the under-use of ‘football’ and over-use of ‘Socceroos’. 
We reckon he's probably got plenty of mates... 


What's in a name? 


We have a new broom at ASF HQ, David 
Hill made this quite clear at the recent 
Melbourne conference. In fact his brave 
statement about ‘changing’ the name of our 
game from soccer to football sounds like we 
may even have a brand new vacuum 
cleaner. I'm sure there is no need to explain 
to our readers that the name FOOTBALL is 
the name our beloved game was baptised 
with before those offspring bastards 
American Grid-iron, Aussie-Rules and 
(NSW/QLD) Rugby League shanghaied it. 
We should all be supporting our new leader 
to the hilt and using the proper name at 
every opportunity, while throwing in the 
word ‘soccer’, for a bit of a change. 

Just like they do in 95% of the world 
population outside of USA and Australia. 


Which brings me to that other ‘nickname’, 
that has likewise grown out ofall 
proportions to it’s real status. | am referring 
to that half-breed known as SOCCEROO, 
which has become (as far as the media is 
concerned) the ‘official’ name of this 
countrys one and only true National 
Football Team. 


| once wrote a letter to ABSW criticising 
the name 'Socceroo’. which sparked off a 
furore amongst it's readers | merely 
pointed out that this nickname appears to 
many outsiders as un-original, subservient 
to rugby-league and just plain corny! 
But, my main beef (or should | say 
kangaroo-meat?) with dear old ‘Socceroo’, 
is it's incredible over-usage. Coming from 
England - where the national football team 
has managed to survive all these years 
WITHOUT ANY nickname, (same goes for 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales and 
Ireland), | find its frequency of use by the 
media here quite unbelievable. 


The sad truth about the game in the 
country is that it’s not just the old ASF which 
was completely out of toucn with grass- 
roots, but the media as well! Your average 
soccer punter here talks about watching 
‘Australia’ play and uses the word 
‘Socceroo’ the way it should be used, 
occasionally, as a nickname. however, the 


media does it the other way around. Yet the 
Socceroos are THE ONLY national football 
code team which truly represent ALL OF 
AUSTRALIA. So, WHY NOT USE THE 
NAME AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY, and 
really rub it in? That's what selling is all 
about. The national football team is the 
shop window of the game here. For 
heaven's sake - call it AUSTRALIA! Leave 
no-one in ANY DOUBT as to who they 
represent. 


Next, the selling of the Coca Cola logo 
(presumably for a pittance), is at best and 
absolute JOKE and at worst a DISGRACE, 
which demonstrates how out of touch with 
the rest of the world the previous 
administration was. I'll try and put it into 
perspective. 


No other seif-resecting body in world 
football would even dream, let alone dare to 
sell it's national football team in such a 
CHEAP way! It would be the equivalent of 
the Italian FA deciding to re-name the Italian 
national team McDONALD'S CALCIO- 
AZZURI, or whoever sponsored it. If some 
bright spark ever dared to put something 
like that up on the Olympic Stadium 
scoreboard in Rome he would quickly end 
up the same way as Mussolini. Likewise, 
England has more than it’s fair share of 
clever-dick salesmen, but they're not 
allowed near the national football team. 


| believe this whole venture has been a 
mistake and time will prove me right. Coca 
Cola’s empire can withstand a few turkeys 
but can Australian soccer? Coca Cola has 
merely sold itself to the clique that runs the 
game here. It has not sold the game to the 
Australian public! 


If the previous ASF had little under- 
standing of the ‘unwritten’ ethics of world 
football, then these Coca Cola merchants 
have even less. It may come as a Surprise 
to some people but American-inspired 
marketeers have a poor track record in 
selling soccer to a society which is already 
dominated by another code. Believe it or 
not World Cup '94 DID NOT make much 


impact on the gridiron/baseball/basketball 
strongholds in the US. The time before that, 
back in the ‘70's, when these American 
marketing techniques tries to sell soccer 
they had the pitches painted in all sorts of 
colours and organ music playing throughout 
the games. It failed miserably! | expect it 
will be a matter of time before these Coca- 
Cola whiz-kids try similar stunts over here. 
They might even persuade Thommo to stick 
a kangaroo in the team for a_ friendly 
international. Or, following rugby-league’s 
success with granny Tina Turner, hire Rolf 
Harris to re-record his old international hit 


under the title of "TIE ME SOCCEROO 
DOWN, SPORT". 

Another worrying aspect is, are these 
‘Mickey-Mouse Marketeers' going to be let 
loose on SYDNEY 2000? Can somebody 
convince the new ASF administration before 
i's too late, that the name COCA COLA 
OLYROOS will not look too impressive 
among ‘dull, un-marketed' names like 
Brazil, Germany, Italy, Argentina, Spain etc? 
For all we know the Olympic team may 
even have been ‘bought’ by Nobby’s Nuts by 
then, in which case the resulting title 
doesn't even bear thinking about! 


| When will we see the heroes of '74? | 
Studs Up recently received a letter from a fellow in Germany who is trying to track down videos 


of Australia's 1974 World Cup Finals matches. 


Not content with that, he also wants to see 


footage of the legendary qualifying matches against South Korea and Iran. 

Well Mr Kruger, so do we! It seems amazing that the ASF has yet to produce a compilation 
video of the events of 73/74, as there must be thousands of Australian fans who have read| 
countless articles of these matches, but have rarely (if ever) had the opportunity to witness | 





anything more than brief highlights. 














AFSA open for business. 
Micky Brock from the UKSSD has announced the commencement of the ‘Association of 
Football Supporters in Australia (AFSA). The idea is to convince businesses to give cut-rates on 
their products or services to AFSA members, which could result in some huge savings to fans 
around the country. The cost of membership is normally $10 per year, but members signing up 
now will be registered until December 1996. Eighteen months membership for $10 sounds like 
a pretty good deal, but! guess until you see the details you won't know whether its right for you. 
What | can tell you though is that the price of many of the items is considerably lower than some 
of the other mail-order set-ups getting around, so if you do buy a bit of gear through the mail, you 
could do no better than get in contact with Micky who will fill you in. 

Write to: ASFA, P O Box 56, Kingsley West, NSW, 2208. 


C'mon Mr Hill, set the ball rolling. Get some people into the archives and see what they can 
come up with. Or are you waiting until 1998 when you can produce a twin-pack? 









No country enjoys anything more than beating the ‘old enemy’ on the various fields of battle, so 
the fact that Kiwi soccer has been in the doldrums for a while has taken the sting out of recent; 
Oceania qualifying competitions. So the news that New Zealand is to re-introduce a national 
league in 1996 is welcome In recent years NZ has had a domestic set-up that could only be 
described as Brazilian, but with a new look national league on the way it may be time to start 


treating them with a little more respect 


With FIFA keen to introduce a World Club Championship in 1997, at least the NSL champion 
will have a warm-up before they tackle the big boys of Europe and South America. 

While on the subject of our Tasman brothers, | wonder if they'll have a re-thing about calling their 
national team the All-Whites Yeah, | know their Union team goes under the name of the All 
Blacks, but their basketball team goes under the name of the Tall Blacks and with soccer 


ifeferees now wearing anything except black... Well, it's justa thought... | ca ~ 








Australian officials were concerned at the possibilities when the draw was made for the 2nd 
Women's World Cup. Unfortunately their pessimism was justified. 


Opposition waltzes past Matildas 


Women's World Cup - Sweden - June 1995 


June 6 v Denmark at | astaras 

With a place at next year Atlanta Olympics on offer for those nations which made the quarter 
finals, Australia could approach this year's Women's World Cup with a reasonable jevel of 
optimism. Australia could not win the tournament. The United States were almost assured of a 
place in the final, and it was expected that Norway, China and Sweden would fight it out for a 
shot at the holders. But Australia had it's eyes on a trip to Atlanta and despite a tough group 


which included Denmark, China and the USA, a win over Denmark may well have been enough 
to realise that ambition. 


Whoops! The dream was killed off after only 26 minutes of the Opening match in Vastaras 
when Anne Nielsen made at 2-0 for the (great?) Danes with a marvellous free-kick from 25 
metres. Oz Coach Tom Sermanni had every right to be upset as the free-kick resulted from a 
poor refereeing decision which was exacerbated by the sending off of Gegenhuber for a 
perceived professional foul. Denmark had opened the scoring after only 12 minutes when Krogh 
was released down the left side of the park, proceeded past a feeble challenge from Tann- 
Darby, and despite losing control of the ball when confronted by Wheeler, managed to push the 
ball into the net off her knee as Michelle Watson closed in 

Seven minutes before half-time the Danes killed off the match when captain Halle Jensen 


Well, a slaughter looked imminent when Oakley (left) 
cleared off the line following a corner just after the re-start, 
and minutes later a poor goal-kick was headed back into the 
path of Krogh who went on and knocked it past a hesitant 
Wheeler. At 4-0, Australia were ready to be taken apart, but 
the 10-woman team showed great courage and went looking 
for a goal to try and restore some respectability to the 
scoreboard. Watson tried one from 30 yards, Murray had a 
half-chance but couldn't quite connect cleanly, Lembryk shot 
over after a promising run by lannotta and Oakley fired just 
over from a set-piece Denmark wouldn't be dictated to 
however and Wheeler did well to deny Nielsen in a one-on- 
one, but let herself down a minute later when she dropped a 
straight-forward cross from Axelsen, and substitute Christina 
Hansen tapped in from about 27 inches. 





Even at 0-5 down, the girls refused to give in and lannotta made another fine run into the box 
but failed to shoot, instead allowing a defender to block. In the end though you couldn't help 
thinking whether things may have been different had the referee waved play on when 
Gegenhuber tackled her opponent back in the 25th minute. Somehow, I'm not sure it would 
have mattered a great deal. The mood of the Australians would not have improved upon hearing 
the Chinese had managed a 3-3 draw with the USA. 


June 8 v China at Vastaras 

After a dodgy version of our national anthem emanated from the PA system, Oz kicked-off 
but were quickly on the defensive as the quick passing style of the Asians threatened to 
overwhelm the Matildas. Chen missed by inches with a rasping drive following a neat back- 
heel, and she was a constant menace with her intelligent running. Just as Oz appeared to have 
survived the onslaught Wan Sun floated a dangerous free-kick which was awkwardly put away 
for a corner. A short corner routine by the Chinese finished with a measured cross from Shi 
which fell conveniently at the feet of Yang Zhou who had no trouble picking her spot from 8 
metres. It was yet another reminder of Australia's deficiencies in aerial defending. 


* 


To their credit, Oz responded almost immediately as a long ball from (SU3 covergirl) Anissa 
Tann-Darby wasn't cleared properly and the ball fell at the feet of an unmarked lannotta who 
made no mistake from 10-12 yards. Both teams had chances to go ahead before the break. 
Tann-Darby needed to intercept a shot from Wei, while Hughes just failed to make proper 
contact with a cross from Lembryk. lannotta found herself in the clear with just Zhong to beat 
after a hoofed clearance from Julie Murray, but Zhong did well to smother before Yunjie Fan 
came to her rescue. 


China resumed brightly with Shi shooting wide after dribbling past Cooper, then Wan Sun 
forced Wheeler to move smartly to catch another crisp shot. Inevitably China were next to score, 
with a fine run down the right and cross by Wei being turned into the net by Shi. 

Not content with a single goal lead, the Chinese continued to march forward at will, and a volley 
of corners resulted in a disallowed goal from Zhou and a brilliant save from Wheeler to deny Shi 
Minutes later Wheeler was again called on to save point blank efforts from Ailing Liu and Wan 
Sun, and later had to tip over a speculative dipping shot from Fan. 

With fifteen minutes left on the clock Oz must have 
felt a chance to snatch at least a draw but their luck ran 
out when another speculative shot - this time from 
Liping Wang was going well wide until Michelle Watson 
inexplicably stuck out a foot and dropped the ball into 
the path of the skilful Shi who made no mistake from 12 
yards. Not happy with three goals, further shots rained 
in from Shi and Wan Sun but Australia made it a 
nervous last few minutes for the Chinese bench when 
Zhong failed to hold a low cross from Claydon and 
Sunni Hughes (right) was on hand to make it 3-2. 
Rather than sit on their lead China pressed forward and 
hit the woodwork twice in twenty seconds before Ailing 
Liu put a more realistic slant on the scoreboard in the 
final minute. 





Jun 10 y USA at Helsingborg — 

Theoretically Australia could still make the quarter-finals if they defeated the USA by about 
eight goals but that was unlikely even though the reigning holders were still without the services 
of Michelle Akers-Stahl who scored 10 goals in the 1991 tournament in China. With the US 
needing to win by 3-4 goals it was going to be gripping stuff ‘til the final whistle. Perhaps the fact 
that the US had easily defeated Australia twice (5-0, 4-1) back in January influenced the US 
decision to rest key players but whatever the reason it almost backfired. 

For a long time it seemed the replacements would do the job. Manthei went very close in the 
first minute and Venturini hit the bar with a half-volley from the edge of the box with less than five 
minutes on the clock. They actually had the ball in the net but the referee had spotted Venturini 
climbing all over Lembryk. Lilly forced a good save from Wheeler after a jinking run past three 
defenders, and Milbrett was denied after a beautiful pass from Lilly. To compound O2z's 
problems Gegenhuber was stretchered off following a shocking tackle from behind. 


A snap shot by Merthei signalled a resumption of the one-way traffic, but in the 54th minute 
the unthinkable happened. Lembryk found jannotta (In space) who carried the bail virtually to 
the goal-line before laying it off to Hughes Her perfectly weighted cross gave Casagrande time 
to pick her spot and give her team a shock lead. This was the cue for the US to begin the 
substitutions. Julie Foudy was first off the bench and minutes later she headed a Mia Hamm 
corner directly past Wheeler 

The pressure on the Oz backline intensified and it was no surprise the US went ahead after 
73 minutes when Fawcett was first to the rebound after Wheeler parried a shot from Lilly. More 
substitutions from both sides but no goals, and China seemed destined to top the group uniil 
injury time when lannotta was adjudged to have brought down Hamm and then copped a yellow 
for complaining. Overbeck steered the ball into the corner. 

The US benched informed their players that they still needed one more however, and in the 97th 
minute Hamm cut the ball back for Keller who side-stepped a tiring Gegenhuber and bury the 
ball in the corner. 

In the end 4-1 probably flattered the Aussies. A measure of the American dominance was 
the fact their goalkeeper was forced to make only one save (in 2nd half injury time) and at times 
did not touch the ball for 20-30 minutes. Only resolute defending prevented a cricket score. 

The US achieved what they set out to do - top the group - and set up a quarter-final clash with 
Japan rather than face the hosts, Sweden. !t iust took them a lot longer than evervone thought 


Tour results / World Cup line-ups 


Hey FIFA, Are we really this rank? 


May 11 (Vancouver) Canada 0-3 
May 13 (Vancouver) Canada 3-0 Salisbury 10, Forman 39, lannotta 76 
May 17 (Kilmarnock) Scotland 0-0 Much noise has been made recently about improving our FIFA ranking. Glancing through 


May 25 (Vastaras) Gideonsberg IF 4-2 Forman, Murray 65, Casagrande 75, the list below will give you an idea of where we are and where we’ve come from. 





As for the rest of the tournament, the USA and China both progressed to the semi-finals 
(underlining Australia’s bad luck with the group draw) before meeting in the 3rd place play-off. 
Norway deservedly defeated Germany 2-0 in a final which was played in (at times) belting rain. 


The other nations to qualify for Atlanta '96 were England, Sweden, Japan and Denmark. 


May 26 (Kobe) Kirin France 

Jun8 (Adelaide) friendly South Africa 

Jun 12 (Sydney) friendly South Africa 
FIFA RANKING ASATJUN =47 
FIFA RANKING AS AT JULY 21 = 47 


Salisbury 85 ‘Studs Up’ is not convinced we’ve got every match listed, and we know there’s a few 
May 27 (Helsingborg) Sweden 0-5 rankings missing as well, but we can’t do ALL your research for you. We have left enough 
Jun6 (Vastaras) Denmark 0-5 space for you to fill in next month's rankings though - aren’t we thoughtful! 
Jun 8 (Vastaras) China 2-4 lannotta 24, Hughes 88 
Jun 10 (Helsingborg) USA 1-4 Casagrande 54 1993 
Feb 10 friendly Vitesse Arnhem 1-0 
Den China USA Feb 13 friendly Borussia Dortm. 0-3 
1 Tracey Wheeler WA X X X Feb 16 friendly Go Ahead Eagles 0-3 
20 Claire Nichols QLD Apr16 (Singapore) friendly Kuwait 1-0 Trimboli 10 
Apr 19 (Singapore) friendly Kuwait 1-3 Wade 18 pen 
2 Sarah Cooper NT X X X May 29 (Auckland) WCq NewZealand 1-0 Arnold 59 
3 Jane Oakley Vic X X X Jun6 (Melbourne) WCq NewdZealand 3-0  Veart1. A.Vidmar 3. Zelic 49 
S Cheryl Salisbury WA X {y) X Jul 16 friendly MSV Duisburg 1-0 Arnold 66 
6 Anissa Tann-Darby NSW Xx Xx X Jul friendly de Graafschap 0-1 
8 Sonia Gegenhuber Qld X ® X Jul 21 friendly NEC Nijmegen 1-0 Corica 12 
13 Traci Bartlett NSW July 31 (Edmonton) WCq Canada 1-2 0.g. 
17 Sasha Wainwright ACT Ss Aug 15 (Sydney) WCq Canada 2-1 (4-1 pens) Farina 44, Durakovic 76 
18 Louise McMurtie Qld FIFA RANKING ASAT Sep =65 
Sep 24 (Seoul) friendly South Korea 1-1 Mori 86 
4 Julie Murray NSW x xX x Sep 26 (Seoul) friendly South Korea 0-1 
7 Alison Forman NSW X (y) X X (y) FIFA RANKING AS AT OCT =61 | 
11 Kaylene Janssen Qld Ss Oct 31 (Sydney) WCq_ Argentina 1-1 A.Vidmar 42 
12 Michelle Watson NSW X (y) X (y) Nov 17 (Buenos Aires) WCq_ Argentina 0-1 
14 Denie Pentecost NSW Ss FIFA RANKING AS ATDEC =49 Ratings Pts = 34.78 
15 Kim Lembryk NSW X (y) X 
1994 
9 Angela lannotta NSW Ss X X (y) FIFA RANKING AS AT MAR 15=45 Rating Pts = 34.80 
10 Sunni Hughes NSW X X X FIFA RANKING AS AT APR 19=44 _ Rating Pts = 34.65 
16 Lisa Casagrande NSW Xx S X FIFA RANKING AS AT MAY 17=44 _ Rating Pts = 35.04 
19 Lizzy Claydon WA S Ss s (y) May 22 (Hiroshima) = Kirin. = Japan 1-1 A.Vidmar 


0-1 
1-0 A.Vidmar 
1-0 Polak 


Rating Pts = 34.15 


FIFA RANKING AS AT AUG = 47 
FIFA RANKING AS AT SEPT 13=52 Rating Pts = 32.22 
friendly Malays.Oly.Sq. 3-0 Popovic 20, Edwards 79,80 
Sep 24 (Kuala Lumpur) friendly Kuwait 0-0 
Sep 27 (Tokyo) friendly Japan 0-0 
FIFA RANKING AS ATNOV =56 Ratings Pts = 31.71 
FIFA RANKING AS AT DEC 19=58 __ Ratings Pts = 31.71 


Although the crowds were enthusiastic and the final was well attended (as expected) the 

tournament was nowhere near as successful as the inaugural event in November 1991. Nearly 

500,000 people saw the matches in China despite the hosts going out to Sweden in the quarter Sep 
finals. Once again there were lop-sided matches and it should be noted that wide margins 
usually occur when the tournament is too big. Just as the Rugby Union World Cup proved that 
there aren't 16 teams worthy of a place at the world championships, Women’s soccer has 
proved that few countries can match the big five, and perhaps a reduction to eight teams is in 
order. Knowing FIFA however, they are likely to expand the tournament. 


“— 





Trivia buffs who prefer to remain nameless may be interested to note that New Zealand's 1995 
performance at the 1991 event was remarkably similar to Australia’s in 1995. NZ lost all three Feb 8 (Brisbane) friendly Colombia 0-0 
matches with a goal-difference of 1-11. Feb 11 (Sydney) fnendly Colombia 0-1 
Feb 15 (Sydney) friendly Japan 2-1 Markovski, Corica 


FIFA RANKING AS AT Feb 21=47 Ratings Pts = 36.68 
FIFA RANKING AS AT Apr19=48 Ratings Pts = 36.45 
FIFA RANKING AS AT May 16=50 Ratings Pts = 36.34 


———_—— 


! Canberra Cosmos full of information... 
Interested in finding out about the NSL’s newest member? Get in contact with the club on 





'248-0614 and ask ‘em to send you one of their information sheets. According to said item, pre- | Jun 18 (Sydney) friendly Ghana 2-1 Tony Vidmar 4, Graham Arnold 37 
season games commence in July with a training squad selected in August, and also explains | Jun 21 (Adelaide) friendly Ghana 1-0 Veart 18 
ithe Corporate structure for the ‘franchise’. If you've ever wanted to be a unit holder, this venture | Jun 24 (Perth) friendly Ghana 0-1 


Dear ‘Studs Up’ P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South, Victoria 3167 


Sometimes ‘Studs Up' is truly overwhelmed by certain pieces of mail. The following letter 
is an edited version of a NINE page effort from Tonci Prusac, a fanatical 23 year old 
Melbourne Knights supporter from North Geelong. Despite living an hour's drive from 
Melbourne, Tonci saw 17 NSL games last season as well as travelling to Adelaide for the 
Grand Final. As you know, we don't like editing anything, but nine pages would be overkill. 
Instead, we'll give him a six issue subscription and recommend he starts his own fanzine! 
(Only kidding, Tonci..) 


Violence between supporters of opposing teams is on the decline. Thank God for that! 
Isolated instances still do occur but it's nothing worse than what goes on at AFL stadiums. 
However, the disturbing fact is the conflicts occurring between fans and police. Violence of any 
kind is unacceptable as it gives bad publicity and harms the image (the already tattered image) 
of our sport. The NSL is largely responsible for this occurring. Soccer's biggest asset is the 
passionate, highly-charged match day atmosphere. The singing, chanting and colour attract 
many non-supporters. I've attended several South Melbourne games simply because of their 
fanatical supporters. At recent grand finals, every attempt has been made to silence the fans, to 
turn passionate soccer crowds into quiet. monotonous Aussie Rules spectators. Bugles 
(plastic), air horns, banners, non-ethnic flags and beach balls have all been banned. Why? 
lf fans get too passionate about singing songs or celebrating a goal, the police move in 
Yet the police are not to blame, they're only following orders. 


Flares are a big problem. Every major supporter group lights flares and will continue to do 
so. Let's face it, nothing can get a crowd excited or ‘pumped up’ like flares. Especially at night. 
Camera crews immediately zoom in on flares because it livens the atmosphere. Flares are not 
dangerous when lit and placed immediately on the ground because people scatter They are 
extremely dangerous when thrown. However, the only reason they are thrown is because fans 
don't want to get caught with them, so they throw them (usually on to the field). Violence occurs 
when police move in to arrest the culprit. Usually they just pluck out an innocent bystander. My 
suggestion is to legalise the lighting of flares, but fine the clubs heavily (eg. $10,000) for any 
flare thrown on to the field of play. Flares are exclusively a ‘soccer thing’, it adds to the colour of 
the game if used correctly. They'll still be lit, regardless Let's at least eradicate the violence 
element and the dangers of thrown flares. The NSL and the clubs can distance themselves from 
the accountability of legal action in the (rare) case of a flare injury by displaying appropriately 
worded signs at the turnstiles. 


Media coverage of soccer (local soccer) in Australia is pathetic, to say the least 

SBS television currently has got exclusive rights to cover the NSL_ Yet they failed to televise 
extremely important finals matches such as Ad City v Knights (Hindmarsh) and Sydney Utd v Sth 
Melb (Prelim). The ‘Match of the Day’ (2nd half live) should never be released beforehand (i.e 
the two teams competing - to be telecast) and the telecast should not be shown live in that city. 
A comical programme, a review/preview programme and a behind-the scenes programme 
should all be included. Look at the effect the 'Footy Show’ on Nine has had. Non Aussie-Rules 
viewers tune into the programme because its humorous, entertaining and enjoyable it is up to 
the ASF to negotiate with various television stations regarding this concept. Someone like Greg 
Blake is whacky enough to be a success - he |s the soccer version of Sam Newman 


Recently the ASF, as part of the Bradley Report, demanded that several clubs change their 
names. They embarked upon an ‘ethnic cleansing’ policy in an attempt to attract the non-ethnic 
crowd. Sadly they were mistaken, in several ways. Firstly, the changes weren't forced upon 
every club. Why didn't Marconi change to Fairfield Stallions? Why hasn't Sydney Olympic 
changed their name. If it was allowed to remain due to the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, then the 
official nickname should've been the Sydney Olympians. The same applies to South Melbourne 
Hellas. If the ASF was fair dinkum they'd base the NSL upon the very successful NBL 
It's not swallowing your pride if you copy something successful. 

Therefore, the following rules should apply to clubs. 
1. All clubs must eliminate ethnic references from their names 
2. All clubs must nominate an official nickname. 
3. The official nickname should be incorporated as part of the logo 
The best example of this occurring is the new logo of the Melbourne 
Knights. 


Having said that, the supporters of the various clubs will always be ethnic. Look at the recent 
celebrations when the Knights were crowned NSL champions. The word 'Croatia' was seen and 
heard more times than the official nicknames ‘Knights’. When the ASF banned ethnic flags from 
grounds, not only were they practising racial discrimination, but they were also discouraging 
thousands of Croatians, Greeks and Italians from attending matches. Likewise, the truth of the 
matter regarding the general Australian public is that they aren't interested in an ‘ethnic league’ 
or an ‘ethnic sport’. The reason for the slight increase in NSL attendances this year was due to 
good on-field performances by the 'wog clubs’. You can change the name of a team but you 
can't change a club's identity. 


Ed: Tonci also submitted his preferred NSL structure. Comments to the usual address. 


2 leagues - Winter - National Soccer League 
- Summer - Australian Soccer League 


1. Winter - National Soccer League 
- 2 divisions - Northern (12 teams) and Southern (12 teams) 
- 22 rounds (4 mid-week rounds) 
- Divisional grand final winners play off in NSL Grand Final 
- Total duration of season = 21-22 weeks 


2. Summer - Australian Soccer League 
- 1 division - 10 teams (18 round season) 
- Top 4 play off with higher placed team hosting Grand Final 
- 2 midweek rounds - Total duration of season - 19/20 weeks 
- Each team to be franchised, nicknames, logos etc. 
- Absolute maximum of 2 teams in Sydney and Melbourne 
- Other teams to come from Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane, Canberra, 
Wollongong, Newcastle 


Total duration of two leagues = 40/41 weeks, similar amount of weeks to 
English/Scottish Premier leagues. 


If that wasn’t enough, Ewen Anderson - author of last issue’s War & Peace effort - came 
forward with another NINE page analysis of almost everything. 
Once again, it’s time to call for the editor... 


- Lack of foresight by someone? Brisbane Strikers postponed game against Sydney Utd 
was re-scheduled for a Wednesday night, which according to Bruce Stowell was not the best for 
both clubs. What nobody bothered to identify was that Magic Johnson's All Stars were playing 
Australia in Brisbane that night as well. Around 8,000 saw the basketball and 2,000 the soccer. 
SBS were (from memory) televising the basketball. | wonder if SBS were forthcoming in 
drawing this to the ASF/NSL's notice? Having said that, on Friday 17th March Brisbane Broncos 
played a home Winfield Cup game. A few miles away, Queensland played a Super 10 rugby 
union game. On Saturday night there weren't any major sporting challenges on, so perhaps the 
NSL isn't on it's own. 

- Could ‘SU’ take the opportunity to enlighten readers of the NSL policy with regards to 
relegation? The recently completed 2 part epic on Heidelberg re-ignited (at least in my mind) 
the total confusion that exists and it seems, the desire of the NSL to change the rules. These 
seem to be changed not only every year but mid-season as well. Back in England in the days of 
the annual re-election of the bottom four from division four, there was seemingly an old boys act 
to protect their own Nowadays automatic promotion and relegation from/to the GMVC has 
supposedly stopped all that Perhaps there's an old boys club in the NSL that protects teams. 

- Finally, might | suggest that you don't need to use swear words The articles flow with great 
articulation and then seemingly need to shock readers with an unnecessary bit of bad language. 
Whilst it's up to you, you at least have my thoughts on this 


Ed note: Fair call, Ewen. You are not the only one to suggest our vocabulary should be 
narrowed in certain areas. The language we use from time to time ts certainly not an attempt to 
shock, it's just a result of writing like we speak. As you can probably fathom. weve made a 
genuine effort to reduce the profanities in this issue.. 








Plenty of talk at the recent summit about the need for NSL clubs to compete 
in Asian club competitions. So, what's available and who are the dominant 
teams? Read on... 


WHAT ARE WE TRYING TO GET OURSELVES INTO... 


Just about anyone who is anyone has gone public with their desire to see greater interaction 
between Australian and Asian clubs. Melbourne Knights set the ball rolling by travelling to 
Japan in June for a two match series against what was supposed to be the J-League 
champions, but finished up being Jubilo lwata and Yokohama Flugels. Adelaide City are 
another club to show initiative by organising a pre-season friendly ‘tour of duty’ to Vietnam. 


Anyway, the purpose of this article is to document the official titles up for grabs north of 
Darwin, and the best place to start would be with the Asian Club Championship which is open 
to the champions of all the Asian nations. In recent years the competition has been streamlined 
with preliminary matches introduced to whittle down the field to eight clubs which play off in one 
city, usually in late January. The forerunner to this event was the Asian Champions Cup which 
was first held in 1967, but only ran until 1971 due to political problems (that is, Arab teams 
refused to compete against Israeli teams). The death-knell was sounded in 1971 when Iraq 
Police refused to play Israel’s Maccabi and thus forfeited the final. As a 1970 semi final had 
been similarly affected by the Arab's stand, the tournament was now a lame duck. 


in 1985 the AFC re-introduced the competition under a new name, but due to fixture 
congestion the final tournament was not played until January 1986. Since the resurrection of 
this competition it has grown in stature and is now a much-sought after trophy in some quarters. 
Other nations pay the event only minimal respect, and in the most recent finals series in 
Bangkok, Verdy Kawasaki sent a reserve team to battle it out. This attitude is not exclusive to 
the Japenese though and it has resulted in some surprise winners in recent years, including 
Thai Farmers for the past two competitions. The first prize is generally about $50,000, as it is for 
the winners of the Asian Cup-Winners Cup. As the name would suggest, this event is a replica 
of the European version, and since being introduced in 1990 it has been dominated by Japenese 
clubs who have won the trophy three times. 


It was only a matter of time before the AFC introduced a Asian Super Cup competition to be 
contested by the winners of you know what, and the inaugural two-legged affair will be played in 
August or September of this year. First prize is expected to be $100,000. Hopefully this will 
attract a greater level of commitment toward the two previously mentioned cups from some 
previously apathetic clubs. 


Another bonus for the winners of the Asian Ciub Championship is the opportunity to play off 
against the African club champions in the Afro-Asian Club Championship. This years event 
will see Thai Farmers play off against Esperance of Tunisia over two legs. 


ASIAN CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP - Year-Winner-Runner-u 
1967 Hapoel Tel Aviv (israel) Selangor (Malaysia) - 1968 Maccabi (Israel) Yan Zec (South 
Korea) - 1969 not held - 1970 Taj (Iran) Hapoel Tel Aviv (Israel) - 1971 Maccabi (Israel) Iraq 
Police (Iraq) - 1985 Daewoo Royals (South Korea) Al Ahli (Saudi Arabia) - 1986 Furukawa 
(Japan)Al Hilal (Saudi Arabia) - 1987 Yomiuri (Japan) Al Hilal (Saudi Arabia) - 1988 Al Saad 
(Qatar) Al Rasheed (Iraq) - 1989 Liaoning (China) Nissan (Japan) - 1990 Esteghial (Iran) 
Liaoning (China) - 1991 Al Hilal (Saudi Arabia) Esteghial (Iran) - 1992 Pas (Iran) Al Shabab 
(Saudi Arabia) - 1993 Thai Farmers (Thailand) Omani (Oman) - 1994 Thai Farmers (Thailand) 
Al Arabi (Qatar) 





ASTAN CUP-WINNERS CUP - Year-Winners 
1990 Pirouzi (Iran) - 1991 Nissan Yokohama Marinos - 1992 Nissan (Japan) - 
1993 Al Qadisiyah (Saudi Arabia) - 1994 Yokohama Flugels (Japan) 


Back in May the Australian U:17 squad flew out to Vanuatu to take on the best young 
talent in Oceania. With a place at the World Championships on offer, Charlie 
Dempsey and co looked on as the 


Joeys qualify for Ecuador *95 


Sounds good doesn't it? Spend in week in Cairns for a couple of warm-up matches and 
then head off to Vanuatu for a week to acclimatise before getting down to the serious business 
of qualifying for the World Championships in August. Well, we'd love to tell you all about it, but 
unfortunately we can’t. After contacting the ASF we were assured we would have some details 
in the mail post-haste. Ten days on and the deadline has arrived before anything has appeared 
in the mail box. Below you will find the results and scorers but not much else. We will get back 
to the ASF and hopefully have some more details - including team line-ups - in'SUS' when we 
will have a report on the boys progress in Ecuador. 

in the meantime, we leave the remainder of the page biank as a testament to the ASF's 
inability to supply us with the required information. Better luck next month... 


Results / scorers 

May 22 v Fiji 4-0 Allsopp 2, Bell, Cunico 

May 24 v Vanuatu 6-0 Bell, Talcevski, Cunico 2, Allsopp 2 
May 26 v New Zealand 1-0 Talcevski 








Once again it seems an awful lot of people in the soccer world are unaware of the potential 
embarrassment an appearance on this page can cause. Oh well, here's hoping for an 
improvement in their future behaviour, but in the meantime its time to 


Get the book out! 


Yellow card to Eddie Thomson for comments made during a story 
on the Nine Network's ‘Sports Sunday’ program (screened on June 25). 
To suggest that he learnt nothing from Frank Arok during the four years 
he worked under him is just stupid. | mean, surely he learnt how NOT to 
do things, if nothing else. 

Everyone knows that ET and Arok (and Rasic) are always comparing 
their records as national coach but the arguments are pretty old and 
stale, and while Channel Nine’s editors obviously thought his comments 
made for good television, Thomson must learn to bite his tongue and 
ask for the next (dumb?) question. 
Some people have suggested to us that we should get off Eddie's back and give him a fair go, 
so ‘SU’ would like to go on record now as saying that Eddie is doing ‘okay’ for the time being 
under pretty difficult circumstances, and although a lot of other soccer (and media) people would 
love to see him removed from the top job, we reckon he’s still the best locally-based man for the 
task. That's not saying a lot though... 





Yellow card to South Melbourne for slapping a $8,000 transfer fee on the head (and 
body) of Paul Wade. Since being told by Frank Arok that his services were no longer required, 
Paul has had to endure finishing the last NSL season with Heidelberg and playing State League 
with Bulleen. The current (?) Australian captain is desperate to resume duties with a National 
League club in an attempt to stay ‘under the eye’ of Eddie Thomson and the fee has not made 
his task of finding a new NSL club any easier. You would think after EIGHT YEARS of loyal 
service Wadey would be entitled to a ‘freebie’, regardless of whatever business considerations 
the South Melbourne committee may try to use to rationalise their decision. 


Yellow card to Victorian National Party Senator Julian McGauran for his pathetic 


attempt to deflect the recent AFL racism row in soccer's direction. For those who may have 
missed it, McGauran fired off a boring batch of rhetoric (which was gleefully printed by the 
Melbourne Herald-Sun) about soccer violence and, well, read it for yourself - "When the best of 
soccer is presented to us, such as Australia versus AC Milan or a visit by the great Maradona 
the turnout ts pathetic. The single reason is mainstream sports lovers are scared to go to the 
soccer. They feel alienated by the game's reputation of having frenzied spectators’ 

Can somebody please tell Julian that when Maradona came here in 1993 the attendance record 
at the SFS for ANY sporting event was broken. As for Milan, sorry, try again Julian. | was there, 
| Know how many people were there. The crowd was fine. It's just that the ground was crap, the 
floodlights were crap, the weather was crap and the ticket prices were crap. Hey Julian, to 
quote Sam Newman, YOU IDIOT! 


Yellow card to the VSF who should have paid full attention at the soccer summit (after all, 
there was much to learn) but were too busy ‘looking after’ the West Ham honchos. Given that 
the Hammers tour was put together by a private company (Australian Sports Promotions) it 
wasn't the VSF's job to follow them around like obedient puppies. Surely the summit should've 
been their top priority for the full three days. Their lack of presence for large slabs of the long 
week-end did not go un-noticed by the new kids on the ASF block who now surely realise the 
tough job they have ahead of them in uniting the various factions who seem intent on pulling in 
different directions. 


And finally, a red card to somebody out there who is apparently producing a fanzine 
which contains racist comments and generally exhibits a high level of fascism. ‘Studs Up’ was 
approached by a couple of high-profile soccer people at the summit who were keen to know 
whether we knew who may be responsible for sending this questionable publication through the 
mail anonymously. Sorry fellas, can't help you there, but if we hear of any information we'll be 
sure to pass it on. 


‘Studs Up’ annoyed a few people with an ee in issue 3 about playing under-strength 
teams. Phil (Angry) Crouch was so annoyed he felt compelled to reply... 


The backlash to the backlash to the backlash... 


(Which just happens to be printed on the back of the back page) 


“As for the army of critics who want to take on the real England team, can | have some of that stuff youre 
smiffing ? - SU3 


Please, by all means, sniff away Smell the winds of change. No, not the sea-change urged by the Stewart 
Report This breeze started blowing long before then Come on, step outside, put aside your shit flinging 
duties for a moment and feel the air. Can't you feel it? It's something new In Australian soccer. It's called 


PRIDE 


| found it at the SFS when Australia played Argentina in the WC qualifier. None of us who were there are 
ever likely to forget the atmosphere. A joyous surging current of electricity lit up the Australian supporters 
revelling in the occasion, daring to hope, willing to believe that Australia just might beat this colossus of world 
football. Soccer supporters in this country have suffered so long from poor administration and a poorer public 
perception of our great game. To assert your love for our code has always been an invitation for ridicule. Yet 
somehow out of all this we were being represented by a team of fine players worthy of carrying our dreams. 
Many of us in the crowd that night remembered the bad old days of Gutendorf, Shoulder and beyond where 
three passes strung together was worth a lap of honour. How did we come so far? 


| can still see it and feel it now. Robbie Slater running at the Argentinians, pushing them back, demanding 
respect as the crowd willed him on. | remember bursting with pride thinking “Just look at us now’. 


Just look at us now. A ‘SU’ writer is sneering at those of us who believe we are worthy of taking on an 
‘established giant’. Well, the Argentinians seem to think we are worthy enough and have invited the 
Socceroos back to Buenos Aires. May | point out to your writer that Argentina have a considerably better 
record in world football than England and are presently a considerably better side. You argue that our record 
since the WC campaign has not been particularly impressive. No doubt the absence of our best players has 
had something to do with that! A slightly more valid point !s our lack of scoring. Australia have been wayward 
in front of goals (Memo Eddie Thomson - the one striker system has not helped!), but with Aurelio Vidmar and 
Graham Arnold finding the target on a regular basis in Europe, Mark Viduka's emergence and a recent 
reversion to two men up front (long may that continue!), | believe we can justifiably expect improvement in that 
area. Certainly there has been no shortage of chances created. 

Nor should we have any qualms about our midfield or defence. 


Perhaps the most frustrating thing about your writer's stance is that on the very same page (in an unrelated 
article) the basketball media is praised for ‘building the hype’ while our soccer media is condemned for a 
certain negativity. Yet here you are trying to burst the biggest bubble we've ever had. | am not suggesting that 
your pages should be full of unstinting praise for our national team. The SBS commentators have corned that 
market! In the light of your views, one can hardly blame them for telling us again and again and again that the 
Socceroos are a pretty decent side. Obviously in your case they have not been convincing. 


What would be the point of playing any country's ‘B' side? A win would not be significant while a loss 


would be quite a blow Against the ‘real England’ Australia would be competitive at the very least Hey, we 
might even win and theres nothing Australians relish more than beating England at anything. Can you 
imaaine the public rapture should we beat them at soccer!? Such a win would do so mucn for the profile of 
soccer in this country It would be worth it yust for the reaction of the English tabloids! 

(can hear echoes of frank Arok’s Australians thumping our old friends Argentina 4-1 in the Bi-Centennial 
Gold Cup back in 1998 Sure, our opponents were not at full strength but victory was not sullied by having 
played an official 'B' side selection [his result against the then World Champions reverberated throughout the 
soccer world. Perhaps it was here that we really felt the first gusts of a new generation of Socceroos. The fact 
that England has failed to recognise our progress should not surprise those of us familiar with England's 


history of insularity. It's your fanzine’s endorsement of the prospect that is so surprising. Perhaps you are so 
embedded in our past inferiority that the winds of change have not been able to dislodge you. 
The wind is an irresistible force. Are you an immovable object? 








Welcome to the off-season. Unless you're a player of course. So in between all those 
wintry training sessions and bog pitches make sure you 


LOOK OUT FOR... 


JUNE 


30 - Australia v Argentina in Buenos Aires - Now that the match has finally been 


confirmed make sure you tune in to SBS on the morning of July 1. 
Check local guides for times ranging between 7:45am and 9:45am (depending where you 


live, of course). 


JULY 


5 -23 Copa America in Uruquay - Once again SBS have done the business and 


arranged for major coverage of a major event. Check your guides.... 


Fixtures 
5 - Uruguay v Venezuela 
6 - Mexico v Paraguay 
7- Colombia v Peru 
Brazil v Ecuador 
8 - USA v Chile 
Argentina v Bolivia 
9 - Uruguay v Paraguay 
Mexico v Venezuela 
10 - Colombia v Ecuador 
Brazil v Peru 
11 - USA v Bolivia 
Argentina v Chile 
12 - Paraguay v Venezuela 
Uruguay v Mexico 
13 - Peru v Ecuador 
Brazil v Colombia 


14 - Chile v Bolivia 
Argentina v USA 

1/4 finals: 

16 - 


17 - 


Semi-finals 
19 - 


20 - 
Final 





23 (in Montevideo) 


AUGUST 
4-20 World U-17 Championships in Ecuador 


The best thing we can advise this month is to have a browse of the various results columns. 
With the NSL in recess it is a good chance to catch up with some of the overseas four-team 
tournaments and slabs of Olympic qualifiers. Good luck with your search 


And finally, the first of an infrequent series where we allow somebody else to play 
“SPOT THE OBVIOUS” 

Readers of The Australian would be aware of a number of articles written over the past few 
months by Wanda Jamrozik, who caused such a stir at the soccer summit. Every now and 
again though it takes an outsider to spot the obvious. At the NSL awards dinner the guest of 
honour was certainly an intriguing choice. Nick Bolkus may well enjoy his soccer, but as 
Minister for Immigration it was hardly his place to get up and congratulate the various 
winners.Far more appropriate would have been the Minister for Sport. Perhaps John Faulkner 
was too busy with his woodchip problem. 


See ya next time (probably late August) when they'll be so much to 
masticate over you'll need to.... 


Answers on a postcard to the usual address 


